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AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


MEETING OF THE BOARD. 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of the Missionary Union was constitutionally 
convened at the Meeting House of the First Baptist Church, Philadelphia, on Wed- 
nesday, Dec. 16th, 1868, to consider the state and wants of our missions in Burmah, 
The meeting opened with a sermon by Rev. G. D. B. Pepper, D. D., of the Crozer 
Theological Seminary, from 1 Cor. 1:21. After the sermon, the Chairman, Rev. G. S, 
Webb, D. D., of N. J., called the Board to order. In the absence of the Recording 
Secretary, Rev. W. H. Marsh, of Del., was appointed Recording Secretary protem. The 
Roll was called, and it was found that only fourteen members answered to their names, 
fifteen being necessary to constitute a quorum. After brief deliberation, it was decided 
to proceed pro forma to hear and consider such communications as the Executive Com- 
mittee directed to be laid before the Board, subject to future ratification by a constitu- 
tional quorum. Papers were presented by the Foreign and Home Secretaries; the 
first on “ The Missions in Burmah,” and the second on “ The Supply of Laborers and 
Means.” These papers were submitted to a Committee consisting of Rev. 8. L. Cald- 
well, D. D., R. I; Rev. J. F. Brown, D. D., N. J.; Rev. J. Wheaton Smith, D. 
D., Pa.; S. A. Crozer, Esq., Pa.; Rev. R. Turnbull, D. D., Conn.; Rev. A. C, 
Osborne, D. D., Mo.; and Hon. P. P. Runyon, N. J. This committee reported on 
the second day of the session, and the report was unanimously approved; but as no 
quorum appeared, it could not be formally adopted. The papers are inserted here 
that our people may know the exact state of our work in Burmah, and the drift 
of opinions and events in reference to it. 


THE MISSIONS IN BURMAH. CALL FOR MORE LABORERS. 


The Executive Committee of the American Baptist Missionary Union wish to call 
the attention of the Board of Managers at this special meeting to the need of more 
laborers in the Burman field. That need will appear, if you contemplate the number 
of laborers now employed as compared with the number in past years ; the stations 
formerly occupied but now vacant; the condition of stations still occupied ; new 
fields awaiting cultivation ; the need of increased effort to gather in harvests already 
matured, and render them ‘available for greater ones in time to come. 
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1. The number of laborers now employed as compared with the number in past years, 


A somewhat careful examination of the record has brought out the following facts, 
During the first six years, or to the close of 1819, four missionaries were sent to this 
field; for the next ten years, to the end of 1829, four others were sent out; during the 
next ten years, to the end of 1839, seventeen were sent; to the close of 1849, twelve ; 
to the close of 1859, thirteen; since the opening of 1860, a period of nine years, only 
seven have joined the mission. ; 

In 1819 there was one missionary remaining in the service, Dr. Judson; in 1830, 
there were four reported as still in the service; in 1835, fourteen; in 1840, sixteen ; 
im 1845, nineteen; in 1850, twenty-four; in 1855, twenty-eight ; in 1860, nineteen; 
in 1865, twenty; and in 1868, twenty-two. The highest number reached at any 
time was in 1853, when there were thirty-two names on the list; ten more than at 
present. This reckoning includes all persons reported as connected with the missions, 
whether actually on the field or temporarily absent. 

If yeu make a selection, and take a decade including the period from 1844 to 1853, 
you find a total of twenty-one commissioned to the work, a number greater by four 
than that of 1830-39 ; but the seventeen of the last named decade were all sent before 
the end of 1837. The largest number sent out in any one year was in 1853, when 
five new names were added to the list. 

The record shows another fact worthy of notice in this connection. There have 
been two long periods during which not a new man was added to the working force. 
One such period embraced five entire years, from 1838 to 1842; the other, four years, 
from 1855 to 1858. One man only was sent in 1859, after which occurs another 
blank of two years more. 

Of the eight missionaries engaged previous to 1830, two remain, Wade and Ben- 
nett; of the twenty-five engaged previous to 1840, seven only are connected with the 
Union, and one of these was a long period out of the service. Of the thirty-nine 
engaged previous to 1850, eleven are in the ranks as missionaries. Of the fifty 
sent before 1860, fifteen are in the service. Of the fifty-seven sent out from the 
beginning till now, twenty-two are connected with the Union. Besides these, thirteen 
others are still living, most of whom are usefully engaged in various departments of 
labor, some at home and some abroad. Of the twenty-two still in service, one has 
toiled full forty-five years since his appointment ; three others nearly forty years; two 
more considerably over thirty years, and yet two others, about twenty-five years; thus 
showing that nearly half of your present working force are old men, some of whom 
cannot long survive, any and all of whom may be expected to drop out of the ranks 
before many years shall elapse. This leaves the number who have the prospect of 
many days and efficient labor, small indeed. The last year has taken away one of the 
very best of the middle-aged men, while two more of this class are now among you in 
search of that vigor which exhaustive labors and long exposure in a tropical climate 
have wasted. 


2. Stations once occupied but now abandoned. 


In the early stages of your work in Burmah, Rangoon was the chief seat of your 
operations. At length Amherst and Maulmain were added to the list, and with the 
ingathering of the Karens, Tavoy came into notice, followed not long after by 
Mergui, and before 1840, Ramree, on the Arracan coast, was occupied. Presently 
Akyab, Kyouk Phyoo, and Sandoway, all on the Arracan coast, became familiar to 
the readers of the “ Magazine,” as centres of missionary work, and scenes of genuine 
Christian devotion. As late as 1853, the working force, comprising thirty-two names, 
was distributed as follows: fourteen at Maulmain, four at Tavoy, three at Mergui, 
nine at different points on the Arracan coast, and two (nominally) at Ava. In that 
year or early the next, the Delta of the Irrawadi, with the valley of the Sitang, was 
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opened to you, and in rapid succession such important points as Rangoon, Bassein, 
Henthada, Prome, Shwaygyeen and Toungoo, became seats of evangelizing influence 
and the homes of your missionaries. 

This involved the transfer of forces from Maulmain, Tavoy, Mergui, Sandoway, and 
other points, to occupy the new fields. While it was not probably the design of the 
Managers to abandon any station which had been fruitful and still possessed elements 
of promise, yet it was soon apparent that with the lmited supplies at the disposal of 
the Committee, all could not be retained, and, after a feeble effort, several stations 
were given up. Akyab, Sandoway, Ramree and Mergui, long since disappeared from 
your list, and the remembrance of some of them has been kept up at the Rooms, only 
by the annually recurring duty of making appropriations to support the children of 
noble men, like Satterlee and Campbell, who laid down their lives on those fields. 
Tavoy, though retained as a station, has since that time been but partially supplied, 
while Maulmain, once more favored than any other point, has been left with but two 
resident missionaries, and, at times, only one. In large tracts where once the gospel 
was preached by your brethren, where converts were multiplied, and churches 
planted, no missionary of this body has been located, and no effort made to keep the 
« golden candlesticks” in their places. 


8. The condition of stations still occupied. 


A mere glance at these will reveal alarming deficiencies. At Tavoy, Dr. Wade in 
the Burman Department, watches with Christian fortitude the dying bed of Mrs. 
Wade, himself too feeble to undertake anything more than a general supervision of 
native laborers, while Mr. Colburn, of the Karen Department, has spent the past year 
at Toungoo, seeking in that locality recovery from sunstroke, experienced two years 
since. At last accounts he was slowly improving, but still too feeble to return to his 
work at Tavoy, and uncertain whether he would not be compelled as a last resort to 
leave the country. Two new men are needed for this field. At Maulmain, Mr. 
Norris is alone, in temporary charge of both departments, assisted in the Burman 
schools by Miss Susan E. Haswell. Mr. Haswell is in this country, with constitution 
shaken beyond the probability of restoration, though it is in his heart to finish his 
course and meet the last foe on the old battle field. Should he return, he ought to be 
accompanied by a young man to commence at once the study of the Burmese language 
and be prepared to enter into his labors. Should he not go out again, the necessity of 
an additional laborer is still greater. 

Mr. Harris occupies alone the Shwaygyeen field, as he has from the beginning of 

labors there. With continued health he will be adequate to the most urgent demands 
of the station; but any one can see what sad consequences would follow his removal, 
and how important it is that a son in the gospel should at once be stationed at his 
side. You must then provide the fourth man for Shwaygyeen. 

At Toungoo, Mr. Bunker has charge of the Karen work in the absence of Mr. 
Cross, who hopes to be back in his place by the close of 1869. If his plans are carried 
out, and Mr. Bunker should continue strong as now, they together might meet the 
claims of this field for a limited season. Mr. Bixby of the Shan Mission is in thig 
country with impaired health, while Mr. Cushing, of the same mission, expects to take 
up his abode temporarily at Rangoon, that he may superintend the printing of tracts 
and Scriptures in the Shan language, preparatory to a permanent location at some 
point within the Shan provinces. According to the testimony of Mr. Bixby, the 
province of Toungoo comprises among its population one hundred thousand Burmans, 
offering a most important field for a Burman missionary. The Executive Committee 
think it exceedingly desirable that, on his return, Mr. Bixby should be accompanied 
by a young man who shall give himself exclusively to this class of people. Here then 
you find room for a fifth laborer. 


At Rangoon, which on some accounts may be considered your most important sta- 
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tion, the Theological School and the Printing Press being located there, you will see 
like signs of weakness. Mr. Rose, of the Burman Department, is on his way to this 
country; fleeing in time, as he hopes, to escape the fatal effects of disease contracted 
on his late excursion to the North. This leaves Dr. Stevens with the sole responsi- 
bility of the Burman work, to which is added the care of the Treasuryship for all the 
stations. An hour ought not to elapse before the best man in the land is despatched 
to his assistance. Dr. Stevens, in the judgment of all the missionaries, ought to have 
time to devote to literary labors, and the preparation of various works much demanded 
by the exigencies of the mission. 

Mr. Brayton of the Karen department at Rangoon, has been for a year or more on 
the point of leaving for this country, in the hope that a season of rest and a change of 
climate might restore the wasted energies of himself and wife, and brace them up for 
another term of years in their much loved employment. Any mail may bring the 
announcement of their departure. That departure will occasion a vacancy which no 
one stands ready to fill. Two new men for Rangoon added to the five before indi- 
cated will make a total of seven. 

Henthada is entirely vacant, — Henthada, where Thomas and Crawley, true yoke- 
fellows, toiled so long and so faithfully, the one in the Burman, the other in the Karen 
department. Thomas has entered into rest, and his works do follow him; while 
Crawley is present in this meeting, and will speak for himself at the proper moment. 
Mr. Smith who had entered into the labors of Mr. Thomas, has been recently trans- 
ferred to the Theological Seminary at Rangoon, to fill the place made vacant by the 
removal of Mr. Carpenter to Bassein, to which place he had been called by the voice 
of the native pastors in that district, as well as by the opinion of his fellow laborers. 
Henthada calls for two men. At only two stations then, Bassein and Prome, do we 
find anything like an adequate supply of laborers; and even here, it may be appre- 
hended that recruits will be needed before you will be able to send them forward. 


4. New fields awaiting cultivation. 

Within the past year three important tours of exploration have been made into 
“the regions beyond.” One by Mr. Norris, who penetrated into Northern Siam, 
reaching Zimmay, a town of considerable importance on the waters of the Upper 
Meinam, four hundred miles from Maulmain; one by Messrs. Rose and Cushing, who 
ascended the Irrawadi, to Mandelay, and thence proceeded in company through the 
Shan States dependent on Burmah, to the north and east, nearly to the banks of the 
Salwen river; the third by Mr. Rose alone, who ascended the Irrawadi beyond the 
city of Bahmo, and quite to the confines of China. 

On arriving at Mandelay, Messrs. Rose and Cushing sought interviews with the 
Government officials, and before setting out for the Shan States obtained a Royal 
Permit, authorizing them to travel under the King’s protection. This permit recognized 
them as Christian teachers, and gave them permission to preach and distribute Serip- 
tures and tracts at will wherever they went, charging the local officers to protect them 
in the use of this privilege. They were everywhere received with kindness and every- 
where listened to with respectful attention, in some instances even with apparent 
seriousness, Scriptures and tracts, chiefly in the Burmese language, were distributed 
in large quantities, while the native brethren who accompanied them everywhere 

ke of “* Jesus and the resurrection.” 

In his trip up the Irrawadi Mr. Rose carried with him as before, the Royal Permit, 
and in all places met a kind reception. He reports a large number of villages and 
cities on the river, the population being made up of different races. During the first 
part of the way, he found Burmans in the majority; then Burmans and Shans mixed 
in about equal proportions, while, in and around Bahmo, Shans are in the ascendant. 
The city of Mandelay has of itself a population of between one and two hundred 
thousand, and is represented as being in a thriving state. Mr. Rose is of the opinion 
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that no serious difficulty would be encountered in opening at once a mission station 
in that important centre. In fact he believes you might enter any city or —_ 
where he travelled, and set up the standard of the cross. - 

The Shans, there is good reason to believe, constitute a numerous race, second in 
importance only to the Burmans themselves. They are found in groups in and 
around the large cities of the country, but occupy mainly a belt of territory stretching 
from southeast to northwest on the upper waters of the Meinam, the Salwen, the 
Sitang, and the Irrawadi rivers, quite on to the Brahmaputra, in Eastern Assam, 
The capital of the Shan States dependent on Burmah is the city of Moné, and at this 
point, in the judgment of both Messrs. Bixby and Cushing, should you seek ultimately 
to establish the head-quarters of the Mission to this people. In the immediate vicinity 
of Rangoon large numbers are found, many of those who several years ago located at 
Toungoo having since come further down the river. The Executive Committee have 
but one opinion as to the importance of kindling Christian fires at once in some of the 
great centres of Upper Burmah. They agree with Mr. Rose that both Mandelay and 
Bahmo should be occupied with the least possible delay. 

In his visit to Zimmay, Mr. Norris had primary reference to the Karens of Siam, 
concerning whom he saw and heard many things. He also saw and heard much 
about the Shans of that region, many things more concerning the character and habits 
of the people generally, all of which you can learn by reading his letter as printed 
in the “ Magazine” for December. We transcribe a few of his closing sentences. 
— “My brethren, Baptists of America, consider this. God has made our mission to the 
Karens the most successful, perhaps, of all modern missions. We have a valuable 
Christian literature in this language. We have native preachers among them, trained 
and in process of training, who are able to follow the white missionary to the conquest 
of Siam, and to the regions beyond it, even to the great Me Kou river or fur- 
ther. Have you no missionary for the Shans or Karens of northern Siam? Shall 
we give up the Shans of this country quietly into the hands of other and more 
self-sacrificing men? Shall we remain on the western rim of Karen land, and leave 
the mass of Karens to others? One young missionary has said to me, ‘It is enough 
to make one’s soul groan to think we have been wistfully looking at Zimmay these six 
years, while others have gone up and possessed it.’ On now, brethren, on to northern 
Siam.” 

The reference here, it is proper to state, is doubtless to Mr. Carpenter, who as the 
Committee well know, has for several years stood ready to leave the quiet of the 
Theological School, and go to “ the front” asa pioneer. He only wanted a permit. 


5. The need of effort to secure the harvests already matured and make them available 
for future and greater ones. 

Inadequate as have been the agencies employed by you, the results have been 
great. As compared with missionary operations carried on by other bodies in modern 
times, yours on this field have been successful, we might say, very successful; w 
might perhaps even rank them in some respects, among the most successful. If you 
look at the number and character of the converts; at the stability, order, and self- 
reliance of the churches; at the intelligence, piety, and self-sacrificing devotion of the 
native preachers and pastors; at the means employed for developing and training the 
native mind and making it available in the future prosecution of the work; at the 
amount of printed matter which during a period of more than forty years has gone 
forth in different languages, among different races of men; at the wide districts over 
which the heralds of salvation have gone, and the multitudes who at their lips have 
heard the name of Jesus; if you contemplate the silent, unobtrusive influence which 
has gone out on society at large, disarming superstition and prejudice, and secretly 
undermining the confidence of the people in their religion, you must see good reason 
to “thank God and take courage.” And as you hold the subject before your mind 
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and carefully study it, you will find two sources of amazement; the one, that you have 
attempted so little; the other, that you have accomplished so much; equally astonished 
that with such large measure of encouragement, you could have been content with so 
meagre outlays, and that God, in His infinite mercy, has bestowed a blessing so rich 
and so abounding. 

It must be observed that the very profusion of the blessing bestowed, imposes 
increased obligation and demands an enlargement of means and agencies. You do 
not escape, and it may be hoped you do not wish to escape, the operations of the 
great law of success, in all departments of human endeavor. Success everywhere 
makes nevessary, by its very presence, an increased outlay, in order to perpetuate its 
existence, and make it more and better than in the past. A growing tree must have 
more food to perpetuate and enlarge its life and fruitfulness. A growing family must 
have more room, and a larger outlay for sustenance and education. A lucrative 
business is sure to bring with it enlarged warehouses, accumulating capital, extending 
correspondence, increasing expenditure in all conceivable agencies, both material and 
mental. Your family in Burmah has been a growing one; and if you will have it 
well cared for, properly developed, trained for honor and usefulness, at once happy 
and imparting happiness, you must make on it a constantly increasing outlay. 


THE WORK AND THE SUPPLY. 


Christ has committed to His Redeemed people the duty of evangelizing all the na- 
tions of the earth. The principles and appliances of His Gospel are alike aggressive 
in their character; and all the resources of the Church purchased with His blood are 
laid under contribution for this supreme end. The measure of success hitherto 
achieved is only a preparation for a new and more vigorous advance. Every point 
where we have obtained a foothold ought not only to be occupied, but to be made the 
base for further and more conclusive operations. The exertions of Christ’s chosen 
people must never cease, must never be suspended even, until the kindreds and tribes 
of the earth are brought fully under His gracious sway. Men and money, the 
counsels of the prudent, and the prayers of the faithful, must be given without inter- 
mission and without stint, until, decked with His many crowns, the Captain of our 
salvation shall reign the undisputed King of nations. 

No one who, having received the glad tidings, has carefully pondered the last com- 
mand of Christ to His Church, will gainsay these things; yet how few have opened 
their ears to the imploring cry of the heathen, or yielded their powers to the authority 
of their Master and Lord! The outline of the past progress and present condition of 
our Missions in Burmah, which the Foreign Secretary has already laid before the 
Board, is little calculated to excite us to vain boastings, or even to minister to that 
quiet sense of satisfaction with which good men sometimes contemplate their work. 
God has, indeed, wrought marvels in that land, renewing through the agency of our 
few and fainting brethren there, the days of His own Right Hand. But when we 
turn to the contemplation of our part in these great events — our zeal, our liberality, 
our faith, our prayer in this behalf— if any Christian sensibility remain, we cannot 
but be appalled at the disparity between the abundance of the grace bestowed upon 
us, and the meagreness of the fruits produced in us. Every post which we have 
abandoned to the resurgent tides of heathenism; every laborer fainting under the 
burden and heat of the day, without succor and almost without sympathy; every open 
door which has invited our entrance only to be choked with the corruptions of our 
western civilization, unrelieved by the healing balm of our Gospel; every grave 
which marks the resting place of our martyrs, who have toiled and suffered unto 
death, because we refused the relief for which they earnestly besought us; — all these 
witness to-day against our unfaithfulness. 
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We cannot be wholly indifferent to the fact that wide and populous regions, once 
teeming with the elements of spiritual promise, have been literally abandoned, their 
hapless people losing the little Christian light they had acquired, or becoming the 
unresisting prey of false teachers. We are also compelled to hear the unwelcome 
statement that scores and hundreds of converts from heathenism, are now scattered 
like sheep in the wilderness, and that many of them are in danger of relapsing into a 
denial of God, more hopeless and guilty than their former ignorance of God. More 
than all this, we must bring home to our minds and hearts the certainty that, with the 

ent means and appliances, the force now in the field, or actually available for 
service, it will be impossible, humanly speaking, for us to hold the ground remaining 
after the disastrous succession of our retreats. We may try to close our eyes to this 
momentous reality, but our blindness and insensibility will not avail to change it. 
Here it is with stern and accusing aspect confronting us to-day. Without immediate 
succors, both in money and men, the already contracted circle of our operations in 
Burmah must become narrower still. 

We want first of all, and most of all, laborers for this field; regenerated, living 
forces, ready to execute the behests of the Lord of the harvest. The fields are 
already white and ready for the harvest, but the reapers do not appear. It is an 
alarming fact that when one laborer gives out, or dies on the field, no one in the 
churches here at home, comes forth to take his place. Once, no sooner did the sad 
tidings of a Colman’s fall reach these shores, than a Boardman sprung forth to fill 
the gap. But now our beloved Thomas drags his weary and wasted frame across 
oceans and continents, to die among his brethren; and not one of the men who bore 
him to his last earthly resting place comes forth to put on his harness, and take up his 
work. Has God ceased to call men to the work of saving the heathen, or have men 
become deaf or disobedient to His call? If God has not given over His purpose of 
bringing in the heathen, and if He has not given us a dispensation to neglect this work, 
somebody in our American churches is burdened with the guilt of refusing to answer 
when He has called. Ten new men are needed for Burmah this very hour, and 
should be sent thither as soon as they can be found, and made ready for the voyage. 
We earnestly ask the members of the Board, coming up here from different sections 
of the country, if they know where these men are. 

It must be regarded as a remarkable coincidence that, at a time when few men are 
offering for this work of missions, the hearts of gifted and cultivated Christian women 
in every section of the country are being stirred up to it. If, in connection with this, 
we take into view another circumstance, namely, that, from every portion of our field 
in Burmah, the demand is coming to us for increased educational facilities, and for the 
more thorough organization of these facilities, what at first sight might have seemed 
only an ordinary coincidence, may present some claim to be regarded as one of those 
Providential conjunctures by which God has so often led us into new fields of enter- 
prise, and to larger successes. 

It is certainly natural that the population of Burmah, or that portion of it brought 
under our influence, should look to us for the means of intellectual and moral culture; 
and it would be neither natural nor reasonable for us wholly to disregard their expec- 
tation. And if we are able to afford them facilities for mental training, while, at the 
same time, and largely by the same means, we promote their spiritual advancement, 
it must be regarded as a consummation every way to be desired. It is only reason- 
able to suppose that, to the extent that it becomes manifest to the people that the 
Gospel which we bring them contemplates their intellectual improvement and social 
elevation, as well as their spiritual enlightenment, that Gospel will the more forcibly com- 
mend itself to their hearts. While we are never to ignore the great fact that the chief 
aim of missionary appliances is to save the souls of the heathen, we ought not to over- 
look that other fact, so amply confirmed in the history of our noble enterprise, that 
the work of even secular education, under Christian auspices, is a proper incident of | 
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such appliances, and often leads most directly to the attainment of their proper end. 
And the question whether we will provide such schools in Burmah as will be whole 
some for the people, and as will naturally attract them to our culture, or whether we 
will leave Papal or semi-papal institutions to meet the growing want of the country, 
is one which we ought carefully to ponder. And if the time has come for enlargement 
in this direction, another question meets us, namely, whether we shall commit the 
work of instruction to the missionaries and their wives, with such aid as they may 
obtain from converted and partially instructed natives, or whether we shall follow the 
lead of other evangelizing societies, and send out a class of persons designated as mis- 
sionary teachers or assistants, whose chief function shall be to conduct the schools, 
but who shall incidentally give such help as they may be able, in the more purely 
evangelical labors of the missions. It would seem that a sound economy, as well as 
the essential requirements of the work, call for the adoption of the latter course. For 
independently of the consideration that every man now offering for missionary service 
is pressingly needed to preach the Gospel, and to oversee the larger operations, it 
may also reasonably be doubted whether the best men we could send forth would 
prove, in all respects, so well adapted to the work of training the young as a conse- 
crated order of Christian women. The histories of such women as Miss Bishop, who, 
going West under the patronage of the late Governor Slade, as a teacher, became 
not merely a teacher of schools, but a founder of churches, and of Misses Macomber, 
Vinton, and others, in our own missions, may be regarded as, at least, affording 
glimpses of what such an agency may do, not alone in teaching the children of Bur- 
mah, but more especially in bringing them to Christ. If one or more Christian 
women, unencumbered with family and household cares, and free to teach in the 
schools, distribute tracts, conduct Bible classes, and otherwise aid the work of evan- 
gelization, were placed in every mission family, we might reasonably hope to reap 
great advantages from the plan. Woman, as a teacher, is not an experiment, but is 
rather God’s original ordination; an ordination whose wisdom and utility have been 
illustrated and confirmed by the whole history of the public schools of this country, 
and by the best evangelical appliances of our churches. 

In any event, we ought carefully to ponder the question whether the wants of the 
present have not outgrown the policy of the past, and whether we ought not to reiid- 
iust our agencies according to the tendency of events. While few men are coming 
forward for any department of our foreign work, scores of Christian women, well 
qualified as teachers and missionary assistants, are begging to be sent to the heathen, 
as if their very souls hungered for the service. At the same time, thousands of noble 
and liberal women, in every section of the land, are organizing for the supply of the 
means to sustain those who may go forth. If men are not to be found, and worthy 
and every way competent Christian women are eager to enter the field, who are we 
that we should shut the door in their faces, and deny them entrance ? 

The next want which presses us in this peculiar juncture is money. When God 
reserved to Himself the silver and the gold, and the cattle upon a thousand hills, He 
gave an intimation of the sphere which consecrated wealth holds in the operations of 
His spiritual kingdom. By constituting those whom He entrusts with worldly sub- 
stance His stewards, He commits them to active sympathy and codperation in the 
work of seeking and saving the lost. Yet the number of those who remember the 
Treasury of the Lord comprises only a small minority of our people. Not more than 
one in four of the entire number of our Pastors takes any active and intelligent inter- 
est in this work. Sometimes we are even compelled to hear from men who fill high 
places open deprecation of doing so much for the distant heathen, while crowds of 
ignorant and vicious people lie at our own doors. From such indifference or oppo- 
sition it has resulted that the great majority of our people, and by far the larger num- 
ber of our churches, practically ignore the claims of the heathen world, both in their 
prayers and their alms. A time of reckoning must come for all this indifference and de- 
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jinquency. Sooner or later, in one way or another, He who has made the destitute and 
the outcast His representatives among men, will say to all who have thus slighted Him, 
in the persons of His poor, Inasmuch as ye have not done it unto the least of these, ye 
have not done it unto me. It is a small thing that Christ’s redeemed people should 
give money in the behalf for which He came from heaven to earth, and gave up His 

jous life. And he who stamps the effort to give the Gospel to the heathen as 
folly, impeaches the wisdom, and discredits the love displayed in the mission and sac- 
rifice of the Son of God. Let no man pretend to esteem the work and worth of 
Christ for sinners, unless he is ready to make that work and worth availing for the 
salvation of the races that lie in darkness. If we are really in sympathy with Christ, 
and have entered into the sublime fellowship of His sufferings, we shall neither be 
indifferent nor inimical to this work. The love of Christ, if it be vital and active, will 
constrain men to give and to pray for the conversion of the heathen. We need a revi- 
val of the missionary spirit, both.in the ministry and in the churches. We have 
become straitened in ourselves, having forsaken the way of the Lord. After all that 
we may say of the importance of missionary intelligence, and of making the details of 
our work more widely known, the real want is a deeper piety, moze love and zeal for 
Christ, and purer devotion to the spiritual interests of mankind. We need and must 
have a fresh baptism into the spirit of Him who, though He was rich, became poor, 
that we through His poverty might be rich. When this result shall be realized there 
will no longer be a scarcity of laborers, nor any lack of means to carry out the great 
commission, and give the bread of life to the perishing nations. 

The practical question which we are to consider here is, whether we may reason- 
ably expect, in addition to the $135,000 or thereabouts, needed to complete the work 
of the current year, an amount equal to the proper reinforcement of the Missions in 
Burmah, and the practical redrganization of our school system, with such a working 
force as will make it effective. It must be borne in mind that the present scale of ex- 
penditure in all our missions is the lowest compatible with their existence. The 
means placed at the disposal of the missionaries for general purposes has heretofore 
been altogether too meagre. To say nothing of the increase of salaries, which, in 
nearly every instance, is demanded by the actual necessities of the missionaries, our 
appropriations for miscellaneous purposes ought at once to be quadrupled. Taking all 
these things into account, and providing for them, we should be obliged to add to our 
next schedule, for Burmah alone, at least Fifty thousand dollars. And if we should 
undertake to provide for the other missions on a corresponding scale, we should need 
Fifty thousand dollars more. That is to say, the amount needed properly to make up 
the schedule of the year beginning October 1, 1869, will be Three Hundred and 
Twenty thousand dollars, instead of Two Hundred and Twenty thousand as at present. 
The question whether we shall be able to raise so large a sum, stated in a different form, 
is the question whether we shall be able to carry on the work which we have in hand, 
and which has come down to us as the richest legacy of our noble fathers. We would 
not limit the power and grace of God, nor deny that He is able to bless infinitely be- 
yond the scanty outlay of His people. He has done this hitherto; but what right, 
what reason have we to expect that He will always permit us to occupy the fruitful 
fields which we persistently refuse to till? If we will not improve the inheritance of 
our fathers, nor keep pace with the march of events, nor follow the leadings of Provi- 
dence, nor obey the command of Christ, and go up to possess the land, what else can 
we expect but that we shall be counted unworthy of the honor bestowed upon us, and 
that our rich heritage will be given to others ? 
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Meeting of the Board. 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 


The particular point concerning which the Executive Committee have asked coun- 
sel of the Board is the work of the Union in Burmah. It is an old field, endeared to 

us by precious and stimulating memories of the living and the dead. It has been our 

largest field, employing our most considerable force. It has been a productive field, 

— its very productiveness increasing our work and our responsibility. Not by human 

will, but by Providential changes, by sickness and death, by the shifting exigencies of 
the work or of the laborers, by the ebb and flow which permits no entire fixedness in 

such enterprises, in part experimental, our missions have shifted locality, have passed 

from South to North, from one promise to a better. The missionary force also has 

been recruited intermittently. Its waste has not been supplied with new life with 

such anticipation and with such regularity as is needful for full efficiency, and to in- 

sure the work against injurious, if not disastrous relapses. So that as the result of 
various depreciating causes, the Executive Committee find that the missions in Bur- 

mah need to be replenished in their already fixed and occupied fields to the amount of 
at least nine men. Tavoy needs two; Maulmain, one; Shwaygyeen, one; Toungoo, 

one; Rangoon, two,—one for the Burman, and one for the Karen department; and 

Henthada, two. Beyond this, explorations have brought to light at least three points 

considerably to the north of our present domain, which readily and with advantage 

may be occupied; nay, which by such Providential necessity as governs such a work 

will be soon absolutely thrust upon us, so that without infidelity and treason to Christ 
we cannot decline. Mandelay, Bahmo and Zimmay are considered by the Executive 
Committee as already ripe for us. 

In the face of these demands, present or not very remotely prospective, the Execu- 
tive Committee very naturally ask, what shall be done. In seeking an answer, they 
call upon us. They are met by some facts bearing upon it, to which they ask our 
attention. The fact of first importance is one which only enlarges the demand. It is 
that inevitable consequence of our undertaking the evangelization of Burmah, that 
we should find some responsibility for its education thrown upon us. Missionaries 
sent out to preach the Gospel, and loving to do that and only that, have naturally 
averted their eyes from this need. But at times the call makes itself heard, and must 
before long and to some extent be recognized. We must meet this necessity created 
by our own work, which Providence makes inseparable from it and which may be made 
tributary to it. 

Over against this rising demand are the facts brought to our notice by the Executive 
Committee that there is a deficient response from our young men to the calls of the 
missionary service, while on the other side there is a noble readiness even to longing 
among cultivated and Christian women to go out alone to such work, especially of edu- 
cation, as they may find todo. This is but the natural and collateral development of 
the same spirit in this class which has sent them to labor with such self-denial and 
such success among the freedmen and other destitute people at the South. We see 
not how, under suitable circumstances, in case of marked qualifications, and in the 
exercise of discretion, the Executive Committee can decline to make use of such 
services. If the Christianity of our time is working in this direction, as it manifestly is, if 
its present tendency is to inspire and to employ woman, to open to her fields for which 
it gives her special qualifications, let us fall in with these tendencies, and see that our 
work in Burmah, now so well in hand and long established, has the benefit of this 
force now offered to it. 

But after all, this does not meet the real exigency. We are not to evangelize Bur- 
mah by schools and by a force of teaching women. The work is to be led by men, 
preaching men. If these are not sent, the work falls back into evangelization through 
education, which is not our ideal of this enterprise, and which will not answer to the 
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sacred commission of our Lord. If we send a force of consecrated women to organize 
schools and through them to diffuse Christianity, we only enlarge our work and add 
to its expense. We do not for a moment, not by a dollar, relieve the actual necessity 
made known by the paper of the Executive Committee. After all else is done, the 
fact still looks with all its terrible reality at us, that Burmah must have nine men to 
keep the work where it is. 

And when they come, there remains the fact disclosed in the second paper read to 
the Board, that $50,000 must be added to the appropriation for Burmah next year. 
Where it is to come from, — if it comes, — where the men are to come from — if 
they come — we very well know. The money and the men are to come from the 
Baptist churches in the northern section of the United States. There is no other 
human resource. 

And how are they tocome? First of all from God, from the power and work of 
His Spirit, from the prayer which takes hold of the Almighty and brings Him into 
the life of these churches to make them more holy, more charitable, more self-denying, 
more earnest. Then by a more resolute, practical and minute application of the 
agencies by which the Christian intelligence and the enlightened conscience and the 
missionary spirit of our people are to be aroused. 

And finally, not by running into a debt which shall burden our future and really 
obstruct our work. This is neither according to the true principles of political or of 
missionary economy, and is contrary to the just principles of that Christianity we are 


trying to circulate among the nations. 
obtaining funds, 


We must keep fully up to the possibilities of 
But wise judgment as well as enlarged faith must determine the 


probable limit from year to year, and act accordingly. 
For the Committee, 


S. L. CALDWELL. 


LETTERS FROM 


FRissfon to Barens., 


Lerrer FroM Mr. BunKER. 


The School in Toungoo. Toungoo, 
Sept. 26, 1868. — We closed school yes- 
terday, and next week we go to the Con- 
vention at Bassein. The present term of 
school has been an exceedingly laborious, 
but I hope a successful, one. It has con- 
tinued through four months, and we have 
made it all we were able. The aim has 
constantly been, not to pour into the minds 
of the pupils,so much as to draw out; 
and also in the drawing out, we have en- 
deavored not to forget their hearts. The 
studies have been reading, writing, geog- 
raphy, ancient and modern, arithmetic, 
and the Bible. In geography we have 
made use of the globe, also of maps. 
With the latter, we are very poorly sup- 
plied. To meet this necessity, map-draw- 
ing has been introduced with satisfactory 
results) We have quite a number of 


THE MISSIONS. 


copies of the map of Palestine, drawn by 
boys of the school, which would do credit 
to any boy at home. 

The drill in arithmetic has been as strict 
as it could be made, the motto being 
“study to understand, rather than to ad- 
vance.” It is found exceedingly difficult 
for even the better minds to understand 
perfectly the rule of fractions, also square 
and cube root, as they have few or no 
thoughts in the line of these rules. These 
mastered, and the book is easy to them. 
One class completed and reviewed the 
highest arithmetic we have in the Karen 
language ; another went half through the 
same work. A class of fourteen boys 
has been taken through the “ Life of 
Christ,” as near Dr. Hackett’s plan as we 
could bring them. Thus the “Life of 
Christ” as given by Dr. Hackett to his 
classes, has been entirely translated into 
Karen, and committed to memory by the 
whole class, together with the geography 
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of Palestine, and the geographical notices 
of its principal places, as given in Sahnay’s 
translation. This class and others were 
examined strictly by the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Toungoo and other English 
residents here. At the close of the ex- 
amination much surprise was expressed at 
the advance of this class in particular. 

An especial effort has been made, 
through this study of the “ Life of Christ,” 
to impress the spirit of Christ as mani- 
fested in His works, upon the heart of 
each member of the class, and I think not 
without the blessing of the Spirit. Their 
conception of a Christian life, as a life of 
self-denial and full consecration to God, 
seemed to deepen as we followed Christ to 
the close of His earthly work and suf- 
ferings. 

In consequence of some changes in the 
commissariat department of the school, the 
expenses of the school have been reduced 
somewhat. I feel confident that I can re- 
duce them yet more next year, while the 
school will be quite as effective as now. 

Owing to cholera in town and jungle, 
the numbers have not been as large as last 
year. The whole number in attendance 
at any one time has been seventy-one. 


Karen Ministers’ Meeting. The Minis- 
ters’ Meeting occurred at the close of the 
school examination. The usual degree of 
interest was manifested by those present. 
Their reports had much to interest and 
much to sadden. One spoke of the re- 
viling which he encountered among the 
heathen, because of the quarrels which 
have existed in the churches. They say, 
“You do not live more happily together 
with your religion than we with our wor- 
ship of nats, why should we embrace it ? 
We will wait till we see and know fur- 
ther, before we receive your teaching.” 

Thus the religion of a risen Saviour is 
brought into contempt. Their reports also 
show a great apathy in the minds of the 
people with respect to schools, in fact in the 
minds of most of the preachers also. Yet 
in the midst of discouragement, there were 
some items of interest and encouragement. 
Two preachers from the Bhai country, 
who live in the midst of the disloyal 
party, and who have suffered much from 


their opponents, because of their determi- 
nation to cling to Christ, gave a very in- 
teresting account of their experience. 
They gave full evidence of their high 
calling, much to our encouragement. 
There have not been as many baptisms 
as last year, I think, but I am not yet able 
to state truly, as only a few of the pastors 


have sent in reports. I hope to report 
definitely soon. 


Jounnat oF A Native Preacner, Sav 
Kwang. 
Furnished by Mr. Brayton, of Rangoon. 

Tour to Siam. Dec. 9, 1867. — Myself 
and wife left Maulmain in company with 
our brother Pahpoo, who conducted us as 
far as the Christian village Naut a kau on 
the river Attaran. Here the Christians 
received us very kindly, and encouraged 
us in both word and deed. They gave us 
Rs. 13 in money, and also paid two men 
Rs. 10 to conduct us beyond the region of 
Christians to a village called Poo-kau. At 
this place the people listened to our mes- 
sage and one woman seemed particularly 
interested. Remained ten days, preach- 
ing the glad tidings of salvation. 

Then having hired a guide, we pro- 
ceeded on our way, and after sleeping in 
the jungle two nights, on Jan. 4, 1868, 
reached the village of Prat-thoo- wan, on 
the head-waters of a stream leading down 
to Bangkok. Prat-thoo-wan is a Pwo 
Karen village, and was visited many years 
ago by teachers Brayton and Harris. The 
headman was not at home, and we were 
not allowed to remain in the place. Went 
to the next village down the river, but 
were neither permitted to stop there. 

Purchased a small boat to descend the 
river. Found the villages so near each 
other that sometimes we called at several in 
one day, and at other times spent several 
days in one place, according to circum- 
stances and the disposition of the people 
to listen to the truth. 

At Tee-thung-lay, on the 13th of Janu- 
ary, I was attacked by fever, and hence 
we were obliged to stop a few days. At 
this place a man by the name of Prat- 
sau-wan, invited us to stop and teach the 
people. So I said, “If you wish us to 
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stop, we will leave our baggage for a few 
days, and after visiting some of the vil- 
lages below, will return and stop with 
you.” “ Yes, do so,” said he. 

Having recovered from fever we went 
on to the next village, but no one would 
receive us. Some asked, “For what 
have you come? Have you come to visit 
relatives, or what”? I replied, *We 
have come to preach the gospel.” They 
threatened to take me to the king. “ Very 
well, I would like to go to Bangkok, come 
take me along.” Then they would not 
take me, and would give us nothing to 
eat. 

About sunset reached Ka-meet-gnau, 
where we obtained rice, and were allowed 
to preach. 


Jan. 30.— At Keik-day, my wife was 
seized with fever, which continued four 
days. Then we began to return, and af- 
ter visiting many different villages and 
telling them of the glad tidings, we reached 
Tee-thung-lay again on Feb. 8th. But 
Prat-sau-wan, who invited us to stop, not 
being at home, no one would receive us 
this time. After itinerating until the 12th 
of March, we reached the village of Wah- 
plang-tah. Here a young man wished 
to learn the arithmetic, and the people 
seemed quite friendly. They wished to 
have us stop in their village, but could not 
have us in their houses, because we could 
not unite with them in their idolatrous 
ceremonies, and nat offerings. Yet they 
pointed out a place where we could build 
a house, and promised to help in so do- 
ing, if we would remain. 

Here I resolved to leave my wife and 
return to Maulmain, to try and get an as- 
sociate in labor. Where the people are 
disposed to listen, they are very anxious 
to hear singing; but neither myself or 
wife can conduct singing to advantage. 
And then when any one wishes to learn 
the book, I need some one to teach the 
spelling book, while I give my time and 
attention to preaching the truth. 

So leaving my wife at Wah-plang-tah, 
on the 16th of March I started on my re- 
turn to Maulmain. On the way I found 
several places where the young people 
seemed much interested, but they were 
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evidently afraid of external influences. 
Reached Maulmain the 26th of March. 


Appeal to Christians. And now, my 
dear brethren in Christ everywhere, I 
wish to say that the people in Siam, be- 
ing wholly given to idolatry and all its 
attendant evils, are very, very dark. 
Therefore I earnestly entreat you all, 
every one of you, to pray to God, and 
beg hard that He would have compassion 
on that people, enlighten their dark 
minds and awake them from their stu- 
pidity. 

The headmen there are very anxious to 
get presents, and those who can give them 
liberally can travel anywhere without 
difficulty, But as we cannot do this, we 
sometimes find it hard work to get along. 
And it is well understood that if the peo- 
ple listen to our preaching, they will no 
longer worship priests, idols, etc. Hence 
their opposition. But I am not by any 
means discouraged. I wish to try it at 
least one or two years longer. 

And another year, if it please God, I 
wish to go down to Bangkok, and by the 
aid of the missionaries there, obtain a 
pass from the king to travel and preach 
the gospel. The greatest obstacle in my 
own mind is, I have no associate laborer. 
On this account I sometimes feel very 
much disheartened. May it please the 
Living God to furnish me one in His own 
time. Amen. 

Mr. Brayton adds to the above that before re- 
turning to Siam, ‘ Sau Kwaine came over to 
Rangvon to visit his only child, a bright lad of 
twelve yeare in our school, and I had a long 
talk with him on the subject of his mission. 
He seemed to have the true missionary spirit, 
and to have no desire but to go there and 
preach Jesus. Having known him intimately 
ever since he embraced the truth, some twenty 
years ago, | fully believe his sole object is to 
win souls to Christ. But he needs a fellow la- 
borer. He did not succeed in getting any one 
to return with him, but I trust some one will 
join him soon.” 

fAisston to the Shans. 
Letter FROM Mr. CusHine. 


The Zimmay and Shan Dialects. Ran- 
goon, Sept. 17, 1868. — For more than a 
month I employed a teacher formerly from 


46 Mission to the Shans : — Letter from Mr. Cushing. 


Zimmay, who taught me the alphabet and 
spelling book, and also gave me a good 
vocabulary of words. He spoke both the 
Zimmay and Northern Shan languages. 
Hence I was able to communicate with him 
quite readily. Mr. McGilvary expressed 
the decided opinion that there was no con- 
nection between the Zimmay and North- 
ern Shan languages. From facts which I 
learned in Moné as well as from Zimmay 
people whom I have casually seen, I was 
led to have strong doubts of the correct- 
ness of his opinion. I am now compelled 
to dissent from him entirely. I will en- 
deavor to state my grounds. 

Take 462 words used by the Zimmay 
people, and place them beside the corre- 
sponding Shan words; 129 words are pre- 
cisely alike; 106 have the same spelling as 
in Shan, but are pronounced with a slightly 
different accent. Thus one half are the 
same. 

A third class, numbering 77, are evi- 
dently the same as the Shan words, but 
have their initial letter changed to a cog- 
nate letter, or to a letter which is more 
easy for them; egy becomes ny, etc.; 150 
words are entirely distinct. It is a curious 
fact that many of these distinct words are 
religious terms. 

Though the language is so similar, the 
characters are much more numerous and 
complex than those employed by the 
Shans. 


~~ The Zimmay and Siamese. Now I am 
told that the Zimmay language is almost 
exactly the same as that used at Bangkok, 


though the character is different. Mr. 
McGilvary says he took a Siamese book 
and put it into the Zimmay language, and 
it was perfectly intelligible. Moreover 
there is a desire on the part of the Zim- 
may people to study the Siamese charac- 
ter. With a change of letters simply they 
would understand the Siamese books, but 
would not understand the books of the 
Shans, as the language is too far removed, 
and requires several months, on the part 
of either party to speak and understand 
the language of the other party. 

Hence my conviction is strengthened 
that to reach the Zimmay people, Bangkok 
must be the basis and not Burmah. 


[February, 


With the Shans north and east of the 
Salwen, it is different, — north of the 19th 
parallel of latitude. 


In a previous letter I said that not only 
was the language of the Shans essentially 
the same west of the Salwen, (which | 
have observed,) but many said it was 
eag of the Salwen, for several days’ jour- 
ney. 

This has received an unexpected con- 
firmation. When the recent eclipse took 
place, I went to Shway Dagong pagoda. 
There I found thirty priests and their fol- 
lowers, who had come from the borders of 
Western China, ten days or more east of 
the Salwen, from Theinnee. They came 
tosee me by invitation, and I had no diffi- 
culty in making myself understood. | 
found however upon inquiry, that the 
characters employed by them are slightly 
different, and are two more in number 
than those of the Shans whom I visited. 
I immediately requested the head priest 
to write me a Thembonghyee — spelling 
book, which he did several days after. | 
then went to the zayat where he was stay- 
ing, to learn it. What was my surprise 
on seeing it, to find how little the dif- 
ference was. In two hours I had mas- 
tered it. 


Rangoon, Sept. 28.—I have another 
book through the press, but not yet sewed. 
It is a translation of “The Call.” My 
little catechism finds many readers. Al- 
ready more than six hundred copies have 
been scattered by my Shan colporteur, 
Moung Lung, among the different Shan 
villages in the vicinity of Rangoon. This 
man has become very much interested in 
his work. 

My present Shan teacher is a very 
hopeful man. Since he came to live with 
me, he has given up worshipping pagodas, 
etc., attends chapel regularly, and seems 
deeply interested. He says that he be- 
lieves the Bible is true, and Jesus is the 
only Saviour. He is ready to bear the 
reproach of being called a “ Jesus Christ 
disciple,” as he has frequently done in the 
villages. But he has not come into the 
knowledge of the truth experimentally, | 
fear. It is intellectual rather than heart 
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knowledge which he possesses. He 
evinces much interest in the Scripture 
talk which I have with him and Moung 
Lung regularly on every Sunday after- 
noon, and Wednesday and Friday even- 
ing. He also is very constant to our even- 
ing prayers in Shan. Who knows that he 
may not be a chosen vessel of mercy to his 
people. We may hope it. We can pray 
for it. So you see God does not alto- 
gether forsake us. His mercy is very 


great. 


INDIA. 
Madras Presivency. 
LEetrer FROM Mr. CLouGn. 


A Blessed Work. Ongole, Sept. 29, 
1868. — Since my last letter I have bap- 
tized five converts, and have made two 
tours among the villages, where I expe- 
rienced that blessing in a peculiar manner 
promised by our dear Saviour, “ Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” 

Truly it is good to be a missionary. 
When at home, I thought I should be 
very happy if permitted to proclaim the 
good news of salvation to men in heathen 
lands, and frequently used to repeat these 
soul-stirring lines, by Dr. S. F. Smith, of 
Boston :— 


“In the desert let me labor, 
On the mountains let me tell 
How He died — the blessed Saviour ~ 
To redeem a world from hell! 
Let me hasten, 
Far in heathen lands to dwell.” 


All this to the best of my ability I have 
been doing, and I find the reality even 
more blessed than I expected. 


Tours and Inquirers. During my first 
tour I visited Roodravarum, Sundrapand, 
Rasapalem, Bassavinnapalem, and several 
other villages. 

At Roodravarum there are eight mem- 
bers of our Teloogoo church. The Chris- 
tians and others came out in crowds, to 
see and hear the teacher of the new relig- 
ion. From the platform of Ramaswa- 
my’s temple, it serving as a pulpit, I pro- 
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claimed the glad tidings of salvation pur- 
chased by Jesus for all men. Quite a 
number seemed affected, said they should 
worship idols no more, and that they 
should believe in our God. Eight or ten, 
I think, are trying to find the * one thing 
needful.” After the sermon we retired 
to the house of one of the inquirers, and 
there held a prayer-meeting. The house 
was full and many stood outside. 

At Sundrapand, I met with like recep- 
tion. In that village there are four in- 
quirers, all of whom are asking for bap- 
tism. 


Mohammedan Impostor. In Rasapalem 
there is one Christian woman, and she has 
had much to try her faith. After preaching 
I went with many of the villagers to the 
grave of a Mohammedan, who died about 
one year ago, since which time some of 
his friends have been trying to make it 
appear that he has risen from the grave 
and now is performing wonderful miracles 
on earth. 

Over the grave was a shed, made of 
palmyra leaves and poles, and the whole 
surrounded by a slight railing, inside of 
which no one but the priest and his at- 
tendants was allowed to enter. 

The time of my visit was Thursday 
evening. Two Mohammedan men and 
one woman were at the grave, busy in 
sweeping the premises and burning in. 
cense, and getting all things ready for the 
next day, Friday, the Mohammedan Sab- 
bath. 

The story told about, this modern mira- 
cle-worker, is as follows. “ Before he died 
he borrowed from a friend Rs. 200, which 
he was unable to repay. After his death 
the friend of whom the money was bor- 
rowed was one night about midnight think- 
ing of what a loss he had met with and 
feeling very sad, when suddenly the man 
who had died appeared to him, called him 
by name and said, ‘“‘ Why do you mourn 
about those 200 rupees? Go, look in your 
money chest, and you will find not only 
the 200 rupees, but the interest also. I 
am no longer in the grave, but am risen, 
am now permitted to visit the earth and 
do good to men. Therefore whoever 
visits the place where I was buried, be- 
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lieving in the great prophet Mohammed, 
he shall receive whatever he desires. The 
sick shall be restored, the lame shall walk, 
the childless shall be blessed with children, 
the poor shall be made rich,” etc. 

The poor Hindus, ready to believe 
anything except the truth, have resorted 
there every Friday by thousands, bathed in 
the river which runs near by, placed their 
gift on the grave, lain themselves down 
upon the sand in the burning sun, in cir- 
cles around the same, and after remaining 
thus an hour or two, have gone away full 
of hope that they had obtained merit, and 
that all their ills would be removed. Of 
course the Mohammedan has made a good 
thing of it; but I am glad to say that the 
people begin to see that they have been 
deceived. 


Village Preaching. Two miles from 
the village last mentioned is Bassavinna- 
palem, in which are several inquirers. 
They had frequently asked me to come and 
preach to their neighbors and villagers, 
I promised to go before I returned home. 
The appointed time came ; but it was 
very rainy, and when I arrived at the vil- 
lage I thought my journey had been in 
vain. But not so. One took a broom 
and commenced sweeping the shed over 
the little temple built for their god Ra- 
maswamy; another brought a bench for 
me to sit upon, and others yet called the 
people together; so that, notwithstanding 
the rain, in a short time I had a house 
prepared for me, a bench, and an audi- 
ence of 150 or 200 people. For an hour 
they stood in the drizzling rain and I in 
their idol house, and told them of the won- 
derful incarnation, life, death and resur- 
rection of Jesus, and how He now called 
upon all men everywhere to repent. 

Then to show them the folly of worship- 
ping idols, I took my watch in my hand 
and holding it up said, ‘I have something 
here which it may be you will call a god; 
but you must not worship it until I tell 
you. See, (opening it,) it has a face, 
hands which move, and it makes a noise 
as if talking, without my aid. Look at it’ 
(passing it around). Again, taking the 
watch and holding it up, I asked, ‘ what is 
this?’ All, without a dissenting voice said 
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it must be a god. Then, turning to their 
little shrine, I said, ‘ This idol cannot move 
its hands, cannot talk, cannot walk, has no 
strength, has no life, and therefore if you 
worship it, you receive no benefit. Why? 
because it is nothing but a stone. Never. 
theless, to this shrine you bow and saeri- 
fice,and so did your fathers before you, 
You have all seen what I hold in my hand 
(a watch). You are now all of you ready 
to worship. You can all see that this ig 
much more wonderful than your idols; 
but even this is only a watch, made, not to 
worship, but to tell us the time of day, 
ete. As this is useful, so the True God 
has given to man all things for his use 
and happiness,— stones with which to 
build houses and fences, and on which we 
may grind our curry materials, ete., brass 
for cups, kettles, bells, etc., copper, silver 
and gold for money, but none were given 
to be made into idols. “God is a Spirit, 
and those who worship Him must wor- 
ship Him in spirit and in truth.” He 
commands all men to destroy their idols, 
to make no more; and teaches us in this 
book that those who worship idols and do 
the works of Satan cannot enter into 
heaven,’ etc. 


Ignorance and Superstition. This inci- 
dent may illustrate the ignorance of the 
villagers a short distance from the large 
towns. <A few of course have come in 
contact with European civilization, and 
are not quite so ignorant as those in the 
village I have just mentioned ; but knowl- 
edge does not belong to the masses. The 
poor Teloogoos, as a people, are ready to 
believe anything a little strange, a god, 
and are also ready to do it homage; a 
watch, a tree, if it has a peculiar limb, or 
knot, a bullock, if it has a peculiar spot or 
deformity, a brahmin pilgrim, or anything 
else, no matter what. Not a few have 
even tried to worship me, and before they 
would desist have been reproved sharply. 

About two months ago a woman came 
to Ongole to see the teacher. On the 
Sabbath that she came several were ask- 
ing for baptism, and with the others she 
asked for the privilege to tell her expe- 
rience. Of course we could not deny her 
although she was a stranger to all except 
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one or two. She commenced saying that 
she had been believing in Jesus Christ for 
six months, that she did not worship idols 
now, did not work on the Sabbath, etc. 
The question was asked by a native 
preacher, “Why do you believe in 
Jesus?” Answer. “Six months ago 
Pariah came to our village and told us 
about Jesus Christ. My daughter was at 
that time very sick. I promised if she 
got well that I would believe in Jesus. 
(Promised, that is, she made a vow). 
She very soon commenced getting better, 
and is now well, and is now here with me. 
Therefore I believe in Him, and want to 
be baptized.” Question No. 2, by native 
preacher, “* Who is Jesus Christ?” An- 
swer, “God.” Question No. 3. ‘* Where 
is Jesus Christ?” To my astonishment 
and horror, the old woman turning around, 
pointed her finger at me and said, “ He is 
Jesus Christ. He is God, and for six 
months I have believed in him and prayed 
to him.” 

I might enumerate similar instances, 
plenty of them; but to write out this one, 
according to facts, makes me shudder, 
and provoked also, when I think that 
people, after all my preaching, still try to 
cling to idols, and even want to make a 
poor sinner like me, one among their 330- 
000,000 deities. Like the first great mis- 
sionary to the Gentiles, and his compan- 
ion, who rent their clothes (Acts 14:14), 
such scenes make me feel very sad and 
sick at heart; and while I exclaim, “ Sirs, 
why do ye these things? We also are 
men of like passions with you, and preach 
unto you that you should turn from these 
vanities to serve the living God, which 
made heaven, and earth, and sea, and all 
things that are therein,” the feeling creeps 
over me that I should like to flee from 
such scenes to a country where I should 
never see them repeated again. But of 
course these feelings give way to better 
ones, sent by the Comforter. 


What the Heathen Demand. We are 
often told by secular papers and by not a 
few government officials, that Protestant 
missions in Hindustan are nearly a failure; 
on the other hand, that the missions of 
Roman Catholics are very prosperous. 
VOL. XLIX. 4 
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I fancy the mystery is easily solved, 
although I am far from believing our mis- 
sions a failure. The Hindus, as far as 
my personal experience goes, in their 
worship want two things in particular, 
1. To see the Being they worship, or to 
worship the true God through some crea- 
ture or image. 2. They want their caste, 
even the lowest class, its privileges and 
paraphernalia. These granted, (and the 
Roman Catholics and I am sorry to say 
some so-called Protestants also allow 
them,) and I fancy that the nominal be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ would be counted 
by thousands, even here in Ongole. 


FRission to Assam. 
FrRoM Mr. Scort. 


Baptisms at Nowgong. Nowgong, Aug. 
20, 1868. — We have now in regular at- 
tendance thirty young men and lads, and 
four young women and girls. We have 
no more room for male pupils, and have 
been obliged to turn away a few. Our 
school was never before so full or encourag- 
ing as at present. We are waiting, sowing, 
and watering, praying for the harvest time 
tocome. I have baptized only two since 
br. and sister Bronson left us; — one, a Ko- 
sari youth, whom Mrs. Hammond, of Mt. 
Pleasant, Iowa, has supported for the last 
three or four years. Others seem near, 
yet linger just outside. There is “not 
strength to bring forth.” Pray for us and 
them. 


What is to be the Language of Assam ? 
There is a question which begins to affect 
seriously the work of missions in Assam. 
It is this. By what language are these 
millions of Babel-like India to be reached 
with the gospel? I began my work, and 
prosecuted it confidently till since my late 
return, in accordance with the firm con- 
viction that each tribe must be taught in 
its own tongue. This remains true in 
principle; but practically a new phase 
appears. The persistent and effective 
measures of the government in introduc- 
ing English and Bengali into all its schools 
in Assam, shutting out Assamese from all 
its principal schools, importing Bengali 
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and English teachers, requiring all legal 
business to be done only in Bengali or 
English, giving prizes to pupils who excel 
in those languages, etc., have at last pro- 
duced marked changes. These langua- 
ges, particularly English, are spreading 
rapidly. A large per cent. of the boys 
and young men in all our principal towns 
of Assam can read, write, and speak Eng- 
lish more or less, many of them quite cor- 
rectly and fluently. There is a growing 
sentiment or presentiment, not only among 
educated Hindus, but among all classes, 
now extending up into the hills, that 
sooner or later, all these petty languages 
or dialects of barbarism must give way to 
one general language of enlightened civili- 
zation. With one consent all turn to 
the English language as that one. The 
book which the Mikirs were anxiously 
asking for in their own language three 
years ago, they now turn away from. It 
is only by compulsion that the Mikir 
pupils in our schools read Mikir books — 
whether in native or English letters. The 
result is that I have been obliged to form 
a class in English, to prevent my best 
pupils from attending the government 
school here. I have a fine class of eleven, 
who after five months of study show very 
encouraging progress. The question is, 
Shall we give our chief efforts to this 
generation, or to those coming after? 
Every consideration answers, ‘* Work for 
those now dying.” Yet we cannot shut 
our eyes to the wants of the future. These 
Hill tribe dialects are gradually melting 
into Assamese. This in turn is melting 
into Bengali, which is fast becoming lost 
in English. 

Christianity is destined to rule the 
world, no less truly than the language of 
Christian civilization is destined to be its 
prime minister. China has a language 

which for generations to come will practi- 
cally centre in itself; but Assam has 
entered within the outer gyrations of a 
movement which will find no rest till the 
languages of India shall be one. Shall 
we struggle to stem the tide? To do so 
would be an unwise and useless waste of 
time and strength. The question is, How 
can we best secure the salvation of these 
lost multitudes, while floating with them 
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down the stream? How divide the work 
of to-day from that of to-morrow? I hope 
to print a few hymns and a few selections 
from the gospels in Mikir, for the wants of 
to-day; nothing more. Outside the Scrip. 
tures and Hymn-book, we have in As. 
samese very limited reading. Nearly all 
the school-books are out of print, and no 
one to reproduce them so far as we can 
now see. 

I am waiting with some solicitude to 
see the working of br. Bronson’s neat 
little Garo book, his last work in India 
among the Garos. I fear they will even 
cease to desire to learn their own lan- 
guage. 


SIAM. 


Chinese PAission of Bangkok. 
Dr. Dean. 


Baptisms at Banplasoi. Bangkok, Sept. 
10, 1868. — Last week one of the deacons 
of Banplasoi church being at Bangkok, 
went with me to Lengkiachu and spent 
the Sabbath, when the Lord’s Supper was 
administered and two Chinese were bap- 
tized, — one, the father of ten children, 
the oldest less than twenty years. One 
of his neighbors, a disciple, has nine chil- 
dren, the youngest in infancy. The other 
man, baptized last Sabbath, is fifty years 
old, has no family, has known the doctrine 
for ten years, daily has worshipped God 
during that time, does not read, but under- 
stands the doctrine. That little church ap- 
pears encouragingly, — still, feeble. The 
second magistrate of the place was a silent 
spectator at the Lord’s Supper, and re- 
ceived us kindly at his office, — a bamboo 
shed, — the next day. We reached Bang- 
kok Monday evening, having had a favor- 
ing tide home. 

Miss Fielde still goes to the Wat-Ko 
chapel daily, and Miss Dean is visiting 
the floating houses, lining both sides of 
the river for a distance greater than the 
length of Washington Street, Boston, 
mostly occupied by Chinese. Two girls 
were found in one day, in different houses, 
able to read Chinese books. Such cases 
are rare here in China. 
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Gastern China 


JoURNAL OF MR. JENKINS. 
(Continued from page 23.) 


The Proclamation Posted at Kinghwa. 
Ningpo, Sept. 15, 1868.— The following 
es are a faithful representation of the 
work at Kinghwa. The reader can easily 
learn from them, I trust, the difficulties I 
have had to contend with, both within and 
without the church, and cannot fail to ob- 
serve that the contest has been a constant 
one, with no abatement of zeal on either 
side. It will be noticed too that the 
ground is gradually being yielded up ; and 
when I say that I but a few days since re- 
ceived information that the proclamation 
has appeared for the second time in King- 
hwa, being conspicuously posted in various 
localities, and as the Chinese say, “ whole 
in every particular,” the reader will rejoice 
with me and surely see that my labors to 
bring it out have not been in vain. And, 
to add to my comfort, I am told there is a 
house to be had at Kinghwa, and I expect 
to start day after to-morrow to visit the 
“seat of war” for the second time this 
year. May I be able to send back a good 
report. 


Mr. Jenkins at Kinghwa.  Si-fa-leo, 
Kinghwa, April 14, 1868. — You see 
where I am, in my old quarters, which 
have in the long contested question of oc- 
cupancy become somewhat noted. May 
their renown grow with their age, till this 
city shall be thrown at our feet, or rather 
at the feet of Jesus, as an indication of its 
readiness to receive the gospel of peace. 

We reached Laen-kzi early Sabbath 
morning, remaining there till yesterday, 
A. M., when we came on to this city, ar- 
riving at four and a half o’clock, P. M. 
Thinking not to surprise the friends, I 
sent Tsong-kying in ahead, to announce 
our coming and to have my rooms thrown 
open. In due time he returned to report 
all right, and forthwith we came in, bag 
and baggage. The landlord received us 
very kindly, nor did he seem in the least 
to regret our coming. I can only briefly 
enumerate now such events as have come 
to my notice. First, and what disturbs my 
mind much, the house I had so much hoped 


to secure is sold to an official. Secondly, 
and it is very satisfactory, so much of my 
rooms as had been occupied by a maker 
of umbrellas, in consequence of the recent 
troubles are now vacated and placed at my 
control. Thirdly, the old man Tsiang has 
buried his son ; and he himself has also, as 
a sequence to the above-referred-to trou- 
bles, opened a school at Kwufong. 


April 16. — Returned from Dong-dzah 
two hours since. I called first at Kying- 
o’s; but finding him out, went to the 
chapel, which was swept and put in order. 
Called next upon the rejected wife of 
Dong-Pah-tsae. Her daughter, (the 
mother and daughter are members of the 
church,) has married since my last visit. 

I shall continue, so long as I tarry at 
Kinghwa, to urge the Christians to duty. 
Kindness with perseverance may bring 
about a good result. I find there is a feel- 
ing among the Christians that I shall not 
be allowed to remain in the city ; not, as 
I can learn, that the magistrates would 
directly interfere to thrust me out, but 
that my present landlord would be so 
worked upon as to force me to yield 
back the rooms I now occupy. They are 
only taken in the name of a Chinaman, 
which forbids any appeal to Consular au- 
thority in case of trouble. I am kindly 
received however, and but for certain 
movements of his which I am not able to 
comprehend, I could have no anxiety. 
For instance, he acknowledges to have 
taken away in the late troubles the most 
of my furniture, lest, in case of an exami- 
nation by the authorities, evidences of the 
foreigner’s presence in his house should be 
found, and he now is disinclined to return 
it. I do not propose to enter any com- 
plaint, lest the last end shall be worse than 
the first. 


Sabbath Worship. April 20.— Yester- 
day, being the Sabbath, Tsong-kying and 
I went to Dong-dzah. The heavy rain of 
Saturday night and the very hot sun of the 
morning made our walk a very weary one. 
At our arrival I was quite exhausted. 
Called at Kying-o’s ; finding him out, went 
immediately to the chapel, where we were 
joined by the old man Tsiang, who had 
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come over from Kwufong to attend the 
services. Putting on the garb of a school- 
teacher has improved his looks much. 
Getting together all we could, we had a 
service at 12 o'clock. Tsiang read and 
talked at length upon the 16th chapter 
of John, There were present but four 
Christians. Ah-laen was away at his 
school, teaching, six or seven li distant. 
Kying-o and his son were about their farm 
business. As to Ab-tsiao, I knew nothing 
of his whereabouts, as in all my numerous 
attempts to get an interview, I have not 
even met him but once, then accidentally. 
Returned to the city after the services, in 
one of the hottest suns that I ever experi- 
enced. 

A word about Saturday’s visit to Keh- 
saen-dao, to see Ah-laen. As I have said, 
it was arranged to meet Kying-o there. 
The drift of the conversation was the 
present state of the church, and what was 
necessary to save it. The two, Ah-laen 
and Kying-o, made no attempt to excuse 
its condition ; on the contrary, they con- 
fessed that its low state was mainly charge- 
able to themselves, nor would they excul- 
pate themselves; yet in a measure they 
refer their troubles in the first instance to 
the old man Tsiang. 

It was curious, yet distressing, to see 
what attempts they made to palliate their 
dereliction of duty, by twisting the Scrip- 
tures to suit their tastes; yet after all 
they confessed themselves in the wrong, 
ending by the oft-repeated assertion, “ It 
cannot be done.” They would argue till 
driven to the wall, and then escape 
through that indefensible loophole of in- 
ability to obey the gospel injunctions and 
follow the bright example of those who 
endured all things, that they might win 
Christ. And was there no seriousness 
united with all this? Yes, I think Kying-o, 
more than Ah-laen, seems to feel that he 
is all wrong, but freely confesses he has no 
strength to do better. I tried to press 
home the goodness of God and His will- 
ingness to watch over and protect that 
committed to His care. Scripture illus- 
trations and quotations were freely used, 
yet the words would out, “ It cannot be 
done.” Ah-laen is no less free to confess 
his want of faith; but is more inclined 
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to shield himself behind a stolid indiffer. 


ence. 


Keeping the Sabbath. In the course of 
our conversation, the Sabbath question 
came up and was fully discussed, but with 
no comfort to myself. In reference to the 
Sabbath, there is evidently no disposition 
to accept of the plain utterances of Scrip- 
ture concerning the Lord’s day, that is, 
they lose their force before the carnal 
wants of perverse nature. Kying-o inti- 
mated that he might be willing to leave 
his home to labor at Zao-kying or else- 
where, as I might wish. “ Yes,” said I, 
“but your wife and your son are Chris. 
tians, and you make no attempt to restrain 
them from labor on the Sabbath. You 
are master in your own household, and 
you yourself just now said, that they 
would do in every respect regarding chap- 
el and religious services generally as you 
should direct. Now how can I employ 
you under such circumstances?” He saw 
the point and replied, ‘* You cannot.” 

They were both free to confess that they 
had worshipped their ancestors, that is, had 
prepared the feast, but did not personally 
partake, nor worship, though some one 
member of the family, a daughter-in-law, 
for instance, did. I charged the evil upon 
them personally, as the worshipping was 
with their consent as masters. (What is 
done for the principal, is done by the 
principal.) This is the fowler’s snare into 
which they have fallen, and there is no 
strength, and seemingly but little will, to 
deliver themselves. 

Two months have now transpired since 
Mr. Lord’s letter to the Ningpo Tao-tai, 
asking for the posting of the proclamation 
in this city, that the people might be in- 
formed of our treaty rights as foreigners 
and missionaries ; yet there is no indica- 
tion that his request has been attended 
to, beyond the Tao-tai’s promise that it 
shall be posted. 


Timid and Unfaithful Disciples. April 
22. — Tsiang-sin-sang came in late Mon- 
day night and returned yesterday, P. M. 
He manifests quite a different spirit from 
that which I witnessed at my last fall’s visit; 
he is now timid, and evidently does not 
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want to stop in the city. Indeed he has 
engaged a school at Kwufong upon his 
own responsibility, and he does not seem 
inclined to give it up. I expressed my 
dissatisfaction, and requested him to come 
to the city, to be near at hand in case of 
need. This he declined doing, saying the 
school could not be dismissed. But he 
promised to come up as soon as I had se- 
cured a house. 


27.—I was at Dong-dzah yesterday, 
but did not enjoy the services, being dis- 
couraged in heart by the state of the 
church. Dong-Kying-o and his son were 
preparing their land for planting. Ah-laen 
was at his school; his hired help were at 
work at home as usual. One sister had 
gone visiting. Tsiang was there from 
Kwufong. He says it will be difficult 
to break away from Kwufong, as the 
chief men of the village are inclined 
to compel him to remain with them to 
teach. 


30. — Tsiang-sin-sang came in yester- 
day ; he has set middlemen at work, look- 
ing for a suitable house for school purposes. 
He says there is no probability of my be- 
ing able in the present state of excitement 
to procure a dwelling place ; but he thinks 
he can secure a house in which to open 
a school. He is willing to undertake a 
school, but not to preach, Aschool will 
help to sustain our interests here, and may 
possibly open the door to an entrance into 
the city within a year or two without the 
desired proclamation. 


Hiring a House. May 5.—I have se- 
cured a school-room. It is not the build- 
ing [ so much fancied, viz. the command- 
ing elevation. The owners of that prop- 
erty, although at first willing, indeed 
anxious to dispose of it, dare not have it 
known they are negotiating with the for- 
eigner. The people are really standing 
out. They will not yield an atom till the 
proclamation is published. They are far 
more timid than last spring. No one 
will now act as middle-man, when once 
it is known that the foreigner wants 
the property. The house which I have 
secured is the property of one of three 


Eastern China Mission: — Journal of Mr. Jenkins. 58 


brothers, one of whom is my present land- 
lord. I have taken it in my own name; 
the first piece of property.taken in the 
name of a foreigner in the city of King- 
hwa. Itis located upon the same street 
with my present quarters. Tsiang will 
come up from Kwufong in a few days to 
occupy it. 


May 6.— The battle is upon us. You 
will remember the Dong-dzah affair, how 
our enemies tried to prevent my renting a 
house there for chapel purposes, and to 
accomplish their ends appealed to the city 
magistrate. We now have another case. 
Last evening there was much inquiry for 
Tsiang. None of us could divine what 
the matter might be. ‘This morning my 
landlord came in to announce that the 
school-house matter was all up. A cer- 
tain literary man, living near the house in 
question, said the foreigner could not have 
the house, and threatened to hand the 
landlord over to the city magistrate. “ All 
right,” I said, “ that will suit me first-rate ; 
the house is in my own name, and if the 
case goes before the magistrate, it will 
doubtless help us much. The landlord 
will come to understand matters, and so 
will the people at large; it will assist us 
much.” Presently the landlord came in, 
greatly alarmed. The literary man had 
threatened him, and the thing could not 
be done. “Let the man persecute you; 
the magistrate can only decide according 
to the treaties, and they give you ‘and me 
the right to enter into just such transac- 
tions as this.” He was perfectly satisfied 
that the magistrate could not harm him, 
simply for renting his house to a foreigner; 
but he would seek occasion to trouble him. 
And this is the truth in the matter. No 
one would be molested for simply putting 
his property at my disposal ; but an occa- 
sion would be sought for punishment; some 
false charge would be sought, and the poor 
fellow would most likely be beaten. Such 
was the case with the middle-man who as- 
sisted Mr. Taylor ; he was not beaten be- 
cause of his connection with the foreigner, 
but ostensibly because of some misdemean- 
or connected with the ‘lu-yun’s office. 
The people here understand the beating 
to mean, “ Render no assistance to the 
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foreigners, for fear of a like punishment,” 
and they dare not harbor me. 

Here is a man who dares to rent me his 
house simply for school purposes. The 


whole affair is freely talked over among: 


his neighbors. There is a good under- 
standing. I have even been in broad day- 
light to see the house, nothing having been 
done in secret. The bargain is struck, the 
papers are given, the money is paid, the 
middle-men have their feast, and all things 
are propitious. The man Tsiang returns 
to Kwufong to bring up his family to oc- 
cupy the new rooms, when in steps Mr. 
“ Literary-man” and threatens to prose- 
cute the landlord. The deed being done, 
the house in my own name, I refuse to 
give up the papers, and take back the 
money. The literary man offers to take the 
house upon the same terms for which I am 
to have it, and promises to open a school 
there. The landlord thinks to get out of 
the scrape by letting him have the house, 
when I raise a warning voice against the 
transaction, telling him such a course 
would most surely bring him into trouble, 
as there would then be two claimants for 
the property, as I should not yield my 
claim, but press it before the magistrate ; 
and the matter being found to have been 
managed strictly “ according to propriety ” 
and sanctioned by treaty, I should in the 
end come off victor, and he be punished 
for duplicity. The landlord saw the point, 
and said he would not rent the property to 
another party. It is another Dong-dzah 
affair. That did us good; so will this, if 
pushed to the extreme. I pity the poor 
landlord. It is said to be the darkest just 
before day dawn. Possibly the proverb 
will be proved here. It certainly wants 
much of day now; else my poor vision 
deceives me. There’s hope to the last. 


9. — Returned to Kwufong last evening, 
and found ‘I’siang busy with his school. 
He seems to be making what arrange- 
ments he can to pass the school into 
other hands, so that he may come to the 
city to live; and, to hasten matters, he has 
promised to come up next Tuesday with a 
part of his goods, to take possession of the 
house in question. His family is expected 
to follow. 


[February, 


May 10.—I went to Dong-dzah this 
morning, returning late in the afternoon, 
Called at Kying-o’s as usual. Found all 
kinds of work going on, within and with- 
out. I could not say a word, so sad was 
my heart. I asked Kying-o however, if 
he would go with me to the chapel? He 
declined, as on former occasions. “ Should 
another ask you, would you go?” “No, 
simply to go once is of no use.” The 
truth was well spoken, and so I told him, 
I think he really wants to be about his 
Master's business, but has not strength to 
face opposition. Pray for that man. 


Gospel Labor — How it is Received. 
May 11.— Many come and go, and to 
them all the word is preached. My rooms 
from morning till night are the resort of 
persons of leisure to hear of the strang- 
er’s doctrine. To those who can read the 
Word for themselves, a simple tract is 
given, and, if circumstances justify it, a 
whole New Testament. In this way much 
good is done, much light imparted; but 
still time seems to move slowly ; nothing 
tangible is accomplished. We need a 
place which shall be known as the “ True 
God Hall,” where the doctrines of Jesus 
are taught. This is necessary to conquer 
the prejudices of the people, by putting the 
doctrine and the manner of its inculcation 
before them in their proper light. At 
present we are spoken evil of, called slay- 
ers of men, accused of decoying men and 
taking out their hearts, of erecting build- 
ings for the purpose of enticing into them 
the virtuous and the beautiful. We are 
accused of disturbing the quiet of the peo- 
ple and attempting to overthrow their an- 
cient faith in the doctrine of filial piety to 
the dead. The rulers dread us, as they 
see much of their misused power changed 
to an instrument of righteousness. The 
literati fear us, because their sages are 
counted but men, and their doctrines are 
made to pale before the simple teach- 
ing of the cross. The priests, always stu- 
pid and demoralized, raise their feeble 
ery and fain would make the masses be- 
lieve the sublime truths of the cross are no 
better than, if indeed they differ at all 
from, the delusive doctrines of Buddhism 


on the one hand and Taouism on the other. 
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Thus all classes conspire to encourage ly after Mr. Taylor’s affair, Tsiang wrote 
each other in the conflict with truth, and me he could no longer remain in the city, 
derisively ask, “‘ What will this babbler but had gone to his own village, Kwu- 
say? He seemeth to be a setter forth of fong, where upon my arrival I found he 
strange gods ;” for we preach unto them had opened a school from which he was 
Christ and the resurrection. We need to receiving some remuneration. While at 
plant ourselves in the midst of this heathen home, his fourth and only son had died. 
city, and open to the people a chapel so Being engaged in the school, the friends 
spacious and literally free of the lurking are unwilling to let him off. Again, his 
places to the destroyers of men and vir- grandson is sick with the small-pox, his 
tue, as that no cloud of suspicion shall fields need to be planted, in a word, he 
hang over our movements. We want this, cannot leave home just now. But he 
to assure the timorous band of Christians is my only earthly hope ; with him gone, 
we already have here, of our utmost sym- I could not stand. SoI hasten to Kwu- 
pathy, and to insure success to our plans fong to bring him up. After much talk, 
of occupancy. “A name to live” here with the promise of a few dollars to the 
will be like a nail driven in a sure place. friends of the school as a kind of peace- 
We have a house, but alas! it is useless offering, the old man promised to come to 
while vacant, for admission is denied me. my aid. Days come and go, but he does 
It is promised to the old man however, as not appear; cannot come because of a 
soon as he shall come up from Kwufong freshet, more sickness, more difficulties 
to take possession. A heavy cloud of un- with the school. At length he comes, but 
certainty overhangs this affair. without his goods and family which he had 
promised to bring. 

Measures to be Taken. We need to 
exercise very strong and persistent faith, May 14.— A mode of adjustment was 
If acase shall require my presence here; proposed last evening respecting the house 
Ishall not feel justified in leaving, till it in question. A barber in an adjoining 
shall have been perfectly adjusted. In building proposed to make an exchange of 
coming to the field, I plainly saw that but rooms. This plan would remove all ob- 
little could be done; but that little would jectionable features in the case, and give 
give us a hold here, and a name to live, me as good rooms as I could wish. The 
though seemingly dead. Simply a school plan was accepted and we separated, feel- 
kept up in the name of a foreigner would ing quite elated. This morning the ar- 
afford us much influence. Now that I rangement is broken up; the parties be- 
have a building in my own title, I must came jealous, hence the finale. But here 
see Tsiang into it. Though closed now is another arrangement, and I hope it will 
because of threatened persecution, [ am stick. My present landlord offers me the 
in hopes it will be thrown open when the rooms, also to be written in my name, for 
old man shall appear to occupy it. Some the remainder of the year. The proposi- 
might demand the key, since the house is tion is accepted. His brother also offers 
held in my own right, and press a suit be- rooms in his own house for Tsiang’s use, 
fore the district magistrate. Iam of the for dwelling purposes. They are also ac- 
opinion that the affair had better be man- cepted and put inmy name. Are we not 
aged carefully and with as little show of being prospered? It remains now to get 
force as possible. When Tsiang comes, if Tsiang up from Kwufong, and get him 
he can quietly take possession, all right; safely located and at work. I shall hold 
so far we shall have carried the day. on to see the end. O that the procla- 
Should his known connection with the for- mation would come out! But will it 
eigner prove a barrier, then I think my bring relief? 
time for decided action will have arrived, 
and [ shall press the case hard. 17. — Sabbath evening, and one of the 

While thus planning within the city, most disagreeable Sabbaths I have spent 
there are difficulties without. Immediate- in China. It has rained incessantly, and 
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withal is very cold. Of course I have not 19. — The proclamation is out, but it js 
been able to go to Dongdzah as usual. without a proper heading, without the 
While thus shut in, I have read much, hav- name of the party issuing it, without a 
ing had but fewcallers. But living like this seal of office, without date and the usual 
is not pleasant. I realize that Iam doing red pencillings to be seen upon all official 
nothing. My labors here do not show as documents. It is posted in front of the 
yet, and affairs move so slowly as to dis- magistrate’s office, which is evidence 
courage me. I would see some fruit. I enough to those who want it, that the 
must out of this as soon as possible. Since magistrate posted it; but it bears upon its 
we cannot move up to work the field, we face no official command, no authority; 
must take ourselves to a field where we and here is my trouble. Our foes seize 
ean live. Zao-kying will prove such a hold of this fact, and herald it wherever 
place. I shall not lose my hold upon this voice and insinuation can be sent. “ The 
city, yet circumstances justify me in seek- proclamation is out, but unstamped.” It 
ing a home elsewhere. has seteverybody to talking. The city is 
One great drawback to Tsiang’s mov- all astir, as though some monster had all 
ing up from Kwufong is the school he at once appeared in it. The literati can be 
has there. To-day a man hasbeen in, who seen in groups discussing the proclama- 
says he is willing to take the school. I tion, and they laugh sneeringly. ‘ For. 
hope some arrangement can be made soon. eign devil” is upon the lips of the passers- 
Possibly to bring about one, I may have to by, andin the same breath some remark is 
give a few dollars from my own purse; but made about the proclamation. ‘It has 
anything to get my plans into working or- no stamp, no name”; that is the loophole 
der. I shall be greatly pleased to see the out of which the hitherto most zealous 
old man’s face to-morrow. He will surely criers for the proclamation are now about 
come up if the weather permits. to escape. All who formerly looked for- 
ward to its publication with hope, now 
A Victory Gained—in Appearance. hang their heads and speak disparagingly. 
18. — What shall I say? how shall I ex- It is a most natural state of things, when 
press myself? The proclamation is out! we consider we are contending with the 
This afternoon I went out with Tsong-ky- hosts of darkness. We are fighting the 
ing for a walk. Going out of the Shufu battle of freedom from Satan’s thral- 
gate, opening out upon the river, we had a dom. Though our weapons are spiritual, 
good view of the flood, now sweeping past we are nowhere promised that victory 
the city in consequence of the recent rains. shall come upon the first onset. The bat- 
Coming home, we came past the city mag- tle may go against us, but the standard 
istrate’s office, and what should we discov- cannot be overthrown. That is under the 
er but the proclamation posted in broad jmmediate control of the Captain who will 
daylight! There it was, the paste not yet not lay it aside, much less cast it to the 
dry. My heart went bounding. I came ground in defeat, till all the nations pro- 
home praising God all the way, and have claim him Lord. 
yet scarcely recovered from the excitement, I labor here at a very great disadvan- 
and it is near midnight. From that time tage, being held in check by the magis- 
to this we have been talking over matters, trate. Were we nearer the open ports, the 
arranging for this and that, preparatory to cunning and practice of the magistrate 
securing to ourselves the greatest good from would, I fancy, be brought to nought quite 
the proclamation. I must make the most of easily; but at this distance (250 miles), he 
our victory. I am not over sanguine js able to thwart all my plans. What I 
however. The morrow will Jet us more have now brought about after so many 
into the spirit of the people. They will months of toil and anxiety, all goes for 
now have an opportunity to make good nothing in the absence of the magistrate’s 
their professions of readiness to assist me seal of office. He has published it, but 
as soon “as the proclamation should ap- how? And what is to be done? What 
pear.” has been brought to light would never have 
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appeared, had not I pushed the thing with 
awill, and shall I at it again? It seems 
to be best. Step by step, little by little, 
have we gained ground. We may not 
stop short of the goal. 

Light Dawning. — Being determined to 
make the most of the proclamation, I 
posted on my street door this morning, my 
desire for a house, etc., referring all par- 
ties, for confirmation of my right to rent 
property within the city, to the proclama- 
tion itself, to be seen at the magistrate’s 
office. The notice caused considerable 
stir. 

Pending affairs within the city, Tsiang’s 
Kwufong school still remained upon his 
hands. He is still threatened with prose- 
cution if he shall throw it up altogether, 
and he cannot find a man to accept the 
position. He is told not to go to the city, 
in which case Mr. Jenkins would have 
none to help him, and he would soon have 
to give up the contest and return to Ning- 
po. Chief in this affair is Cii. I fear he 
isan apostate. Tsiang says he is a con- 
firmed gambler, and not many days since 
had the chief place among the gamblers at 
some village theatricals. 


20.— The notice upon the street door 
is helping me. Two or three houses are 
in consequence offered me. Tsiang came 
back from Kwufong to-day with a part of 
his goods upon a raft. He says he has 
made all necessary arrangements for get- 
ting the village school off his hands. 


21.—I have not seen either of the 
houses spoken of yesterday. It matters 
not however, the good work is going on as 
fast as practicable, no doubt. The peo- 
ple are cautious, timid. An old man, Yih, 
has called upon me, who says he is anxious 
I should move up, that he may be with us 
and learn more of the doctrine. In my 
conversation with him I thought of the 
man in the Scriptures who lacked but one 
thing ; in this case the man needs regen- 
erating. He is at present connected with 
one of the city offices, but promises to aid 
me in securing houses for dwelling and 
chapel purposes. 

Returning this Pp. mM. from a walk past 
the city magistrate’s office, I saw as usual 


a large group of the literati reading the 
proclamation. One of the bystanders 
who recognized me said, “ This was pub- 
lished last year.” ‘Yes, at Ningpo; but 
why has it no seal, nor yet any heading ? 
Do not the people know it came from the 
within magistrate?” “TI do not know,” 
was his reply, with a wink of the eye that 
spoke of trickery. It turns out that the 
person who addressed me was the man 
who was beaten last year for renting his 
house to Mr. Taylor. This same man tried 
to induce me to accept his house. His 
offer was declined for prudent reasons, 
and how wisely, circumstances have 
proved. 

I find the majority of the people are 
ashamed of their magistrate, but dare not 
speak openly for fear of punishment. 
Some one in the darkness of last night 
appended to the proclamation a few char- 
acters of the most odious meaning, imply- 
ing that it was not a man that issued it, 
but some detestable beast. 

Some men who came forward as middle- 
men, now refuse to act, the magistrate 
having caused it to get abroad that the 
foreigner is not to have houses within the 
city, and that no one is to assist him. It 
is easy to fancy what an influence such a 
report from this malicious magistrate would 
have in the community. 


22. — This has, in some respects, been 
a busy day, yet nothing has come of it but 
talk and disappointment. Last evening a 
man by the name of Tsiang came in to say 
that he had a large house which he wished 
to dispose of, and would gladly, without 
fear of punishment, let me have it. The 
locality being good, I told him I would con- 
sider the case, and he might come again 
to-day to get my decision. Feeling that 
there was something wrong about the man, 
I sent the old man, Tsiang, this morning, 
to ascertain what he could of his antece- 
dents. He soon returned to say tha he 
was a sharper; the house did not belong 
to him,ete. We found out the owner of 
the house in question however ; and find- 
ing that he was anxious to dispose of it, 
middle-men would come to talk the matter 
up. They came in a short time since; 
the landlord, a lad of eighteen, and an in. 
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veterate opium smoker, came with them. 
The house however, is at present occupied 
by an ex-magistrate, who will not vacate 
it till next September, if at all; and I re- 
fused to have anything to do in the matter 
at present, saying however, that the mo- 
ment the house should be vacated I would 
gladly accept of it. With this house ends 
all hope of accomplishing anything this 
spring. 


23. — While | was sitting this afternoon 
chatting with the old man Yih, Tsiang 
came in greatly excited, and before he 
would tell us what the matter might be, 
seized a pen and wrote characters which 
mean in general words, “ Whoever among 
you literary men, farmers, merchants or 
artisans, dares to become the friend of 
the foreign devil, shall have your house 
burned, yourself be killed,” etc. A pla- 
card to this effect had been posted in front 
of one of the principal city temples. I 
caused a copy of it to be taken and sent 
with a note to the district magistrate. 
The note was received, and in due time a 
reply came back that the matter should be 
examined into, and the city magistrate be 
ordered to issue a command that nothing 
further of the kind should be posted with- 
in the city. Such a command was issued 
a few days thereafter. 


PAisston to Sweden. 


Lerrer From Mr. Broapy. 
Reopening of the Seminary. On the 5th 
of August, our Seminary opened its fall 
term. Eighteen scholars, of whom eight 
are new ones, are now present. Of the eight 
new ones, all but one, who is a non-professor 
of religion, and consequently a self-sup- 
porter, being the son of br. P. Palmquist, 
receive full scholarships. Three of them 
are experienced preachers, one of whom 
has come to stay with us only for one 
term. The remaining four are all younger 
brethren, who feel themselves called to the 
ministry. One of them entertains some 
thoughts of going out as a missionary to 
the heathen. Of the eleven we had last 
term, one, who supported himself, is not 
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likely to return, being prevented by certain 
peculiar circumstances in connection with 
his family. Of the ten older scholars who 
thus remain to us, the three who formed 
the third or senior class of last year, 
expect to leave the school for their respec. 
tive fields of labor, as stated before, at the 
close of October next. Consequently, it 


looks now as if we were going to have 
thirteen or fourteen permanent scholars 
during the year now beginning, all but two 
of whom are candidates for the ministry. 


Lerrer Mr. Winera. 


New Church Formed. Stockholm, Nov. 
9, 1868,— We still enjoy the presence of 
our Lord, and He continues to smile upon 
our labors. Lately a new church of 
twelve members has been formed on the 
island of Ocland. This island stretches 
along the east coast of South Sweden, 
a length of eighty miles, and comprises 
thirty-four parishes. It has been and is 
still a very dark region, and Baptist senti- 
ments have not, until now, got any foot- 
hold on the island. 


The Work in Norway. Br. Ola Han- 
son continues to labor successfully in Nor- 
way. In a letter dated Drammen, Sept. 
9, he says, “I have made a short visit to 
Eidsvold, where the Spirit of the Lord 
wrought powerfully. Many were awak- 
ened, and about fifteen were hopefully 
converted. The few Christians who were 
there, were greatly rejoiced. Praise God 
with us, and pray that Ile may do great 
things here. The prospects here are prom- 
ising in many quarters. I have been to 
the town of Lillihammar, ninety-six miles 
from Kristiania. There also was a great 
desire to listen to the Word. From sev- 
eral places I have received letters, begging 
me to come to them.” 


Revival Influence and Power. Br. E. 
M. Nilson, who has been laboring during 
the last two months in the province of 
Wermland, in a letter dated East Glanne, 
Oct. 22, writes, “ Many have been brought 
to the knowledge of the Saviour since | 
came here. Their number is about thirty- 
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five. I have been permitted to preach 

every evening except four, since I came to 

this place, and the Lord has always been 

present and applied the Word with 
wer.” 

Br. John Palmquist in his last report 
writes, “I have during the last year, end- 
ing Oct. 1, 1868, travelled as a missionary 
3,900 miles by land and water, preached 
265 sermons in eight different provinces, 
attended prayer and church meetings, 
made family visits and conversed with the 
sick. The Lord has always been with 
me, witnessing by His Spirit that the 
word of grace has not been spoken in 
vain, and that sometimes in a wonderful 
manner to the glory of His name, and the 
salvation of souls. This I will mention 
with feelings of gratitude to God. But 
how many souls have been awakened or 
born again through my instrumentality, 
God alone knows. I dare not mention 
any definite number, as it is not for mortal 
man to count how many are saved.” 


Progress in Stockholm. ‘The work in 
Stockholm is progressing as usual. The 
meetings in our chapel continue to be 
crowded on Sunday evenings. On Sun- 
day mornings and during the week the 
attendance is tolerably good. We have 
a baptism every month. The Sunday 
school connected with the 1st church is in 
a flourishing condition. We have over 
200 children in attendance. Mrs. Wiberg 
superintends the boys’ infant department. 
Br. Edgren preaches for the 2d church, 
and his labors are blessed. Br. Nystrom 
is supplying the church at Svalnas, six 
miles from Stockholm, on Sundays. 


GERMANY. 


Letrer From Mr. BAUMGARTNER. 


Review of Labors at Rositten. Mr. 
Baumgiirtner has recently removed from 
Rositten to Altenburg. He presents the 
following review of his labors at the 
former place. 

For the last ten years and nine months 
the Lord has condescended to own me for 
His servant, and to crown my labors with 
His blessing. There have been some 


seasons of peculiar refreshing at Rositten, 
when many souls have been converted 
and added to the church. To God alone 
belongs the glory. During these years I 
have baptized 408 souls into the death of 
Christ, on a hundred different occasions, 
and at seven different localities within my 
field of labor. A large proportion of the 
number who have been baptized still hold 
their places in the house of God. Some 
have been dismissed to neighboring 
churches. Others, and not a few, have 
gone to Russia, Poland, Hanover, Amer- 
ica, and other countries and communities. 
Some have backslidden and gone their 
own ways, and a number have been per- 
fected and entered into the heavenly 
sanctuary, where they wave their palms of 
victory before the throne of the Lamb. 
During my residence in Rositten, I have 
followed to the grave 38, of whom I have 
good hope that they were the redeemed of 
the Lord, and will be found again in His 
heavenly kingdom. 

I leave the church with the conscious- 
ness that it has always been my aim to 
promote their welfare and peace. I turn 
away from them burdened with anxiety 
for them, and earnestly praying that the 
great Shepherd will watch over the flock 
and set over them a faithful under-shep- 
herd in my place. 


FrRoM Mr. Scuu.z. 


The Work in Russia. Mr. Schulz gives an 
account of a visit made by him in July last to 
the Baptist churches in Middle Russia. He 
writes that in many places he had very joyful 
seasons. He says:— 

Almost everywhere the places of wor- 
ship are too small to admit all the hear- 
ers, a large part of whom are often 
obliged to listen without at the open win- 
dows. On my last journey, extending 
from June 20 to July 3, I had many joy- 
ful experiences. One of these was at 
Sololdricon, an out-station belonging to 
Newdorf, the residence of numerous 
Lutherans. It was early when I arrived, 
and I devoted the spare time to visiting 
from house to house. A brother offered 
to be my guide to the residence of some 
unconverted people living in the forest 
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where it is almost impossible to find the 
inhabitants, living as they do remote from 
one another. In this work I enjoyed 
much, and succeeded in securing the 
favorable influence of a man who had 
hitherto kept many away from our meet- 
ings. Not only did those who were in- 
vited come to the evening meeting, but 
also many others, so that the place of 
worship was more than full. In the midst 
of my sermon there was a general spirit 
of awakening. I am not inclined to give 
much credit to such sudden manifesta- 
tions, but it was too plain to be denied 
that the prevailing anxiety for the salva- 
tion of the soul, and grief on account of 
sin, was on the increase. At the close of 
the sermon I found it impossible to dis- 
miss the assembly, and continued the 
meeting with reading the Scriptures and 
exhortation, singing and prayer. About 
midnight some grew more calm. The 
weeping was assuaged, and the anxious 
rose up from the floor where they had 
been kneeling. Some professed to have 
found peace in Jesus. I was specially 
gratified by the experience of a young 
girl, thirteen years of age. 

I felt impressed to remain another day 
at this place, God seeming to have deter- 
mined to reveal Himself to these souls; 
many also urged me to tarry. On the 
next day I made fifteen more visits, and 
had many delightful seasons. Some _beg- 
ged, as the chief of sinners, for the for- 
giveness of their sins; others confessed 
that they had come into the meeting for 
the first time the evening previous, but 
they now saw their errors, and were con- 
vineed that they were on the way to hell; 
also, that they were convinced of the 
truth, and could not rest till they should 
become members of our church. Persons 
who had been excluded confessed that 
they needed to be converted anew, or 
they should be lost. One who had for- 
merly been an opposer declared that 
Satan was following him. At one time 
he lost by an accident an excellent cow, 
which would not have happened if he had 
staid at home, and the last evening, just 
as he was going, a poisonous snake bit his 
child, but still he came to the meeting 
and nothing should again keep him away. 


[February, 


A woman whom I found at work in her 
garden and to whom I spoke about her 
soul, immediately fell upon her knees, and 
from a broken heart prayed for mercy. | 
endeavored to urge all to embrace the 
present opportunity, showing them what 
hindrances men find in the way of seek. 
ing salvation. At the meeting. to which 
I invited all, the crowd was very great, 
with much weeping and great excitement. 

The next day, which was Saturday, | 
proceeded to Dopporic, where I spent the 
Sabbath. Some Germans to whom I had 
opportunity to speak on Saturday were 
present at Divine service, and some re- 
cent emigrants from a place in the vicin- 
ity where I had previously held a meet- 
ing. After the forenoon service I bap- 
tized a Polish woman in the presence of 
many spectators, who thus received wit- 
ness to the truth both in word and deed. 

On my return to Neudorf a church 
meeting was held. Here I met br. 
Ondra, and made calls with him. I em- 
braced the opportunity to hold another 
meeting at the fruitful outstation of Solo- 
dricon, and the Lord was with us with 
His blessing. Under the conviction that 
God who is rich in mercy would bring the 
wanderers here home to the dwelling- 
place on high, I left, accompanied by the 
best of wishes. The baptism of the con- 
verts here falls to the lot of br. Ondra, 
because he resides in the vicinity. Perse- 
cution is unknown here. 


Lerrer FROM Mr. NIEMETZ. 


Progress of the Gospel in Kurland. 
In Kurland, particularly in the southern 
part, a great awakening took place last 
year, and the work goes forward with 
power. During the first five months of 
last year, more than a hundred were bap- 
tized and added to the church. In many 
places the meetings are so fully attend- 
ed, that even the sheds erected cannot 
contain the multitudes of hearers, and 
it is necessary to preach the Word in the 
open air. And, what is still stranger and 
more uncommon in the history of our 
churches hitherto, not only is the Word of 
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God preached in the open air, but bap- 
tism is administered and the Lord’s Sup- 
per is celebrated before hundreds of spec- 
tators at mid-day. Praise and thanksgiv- 
ing be to the almighty and merciful God, 
by whom such things have been brought 
to pass in Russia ! 

Mr. Ondra reports that during the last quar- 
ter he baptized 56 believers into the death of 
Christ. Among them are his two sisters, a very 
joyful fact, inasmuch as previously not one of 
his family had embraced the way of truth. 
Seven were baptized publicly in a place mid- 
way between a Russian and a Catholic church. 
A correspondent in Southern Russia writes as 
follows: — 


Toleration in Southern Russia. A 
brother in Old Dantziec writes, that in 
conformity with a report of Governor 
Kotzebue the Baptists in Southern Russia 
are to enjoy toleration. The governor 
has also expressed the wish that none 
who wish for the public welfare, and par- 
ticularly no Germans, should molest them. 
There are many German brethren at this 
place who wish to be baptized, but no one 
dares to do so. If there were an experi- 
enced brother here who would bring to- 
gether the converts belonging to the dif- 
ferent colonies, he could accomplish much 
good. Still, he could not come as a mis- 
sionary ; for no missionary is permitted to 
enter Russia at this point, but he could 
come very readily as a teacher. Many 
brethren were here at the time of Pass- 
over, from various colonies, some from a 
distance of a hundred English miles. A 
brother was also here from Turkey. It 
was a true Pentecost ; the Spirit of God 
came among us “like a mighty, rushing 
wind,” and sinners fell at the Saviour’s 
feet. Russians too began to turn to the 
Lord. 


Baptisms in Caucasia. I have received 
information from Tiflis in Caucasia that 
seven persons have been baptized, and 
are begging for a brother to preach to 
them the Word of God. A Russian 
woman who was with us, in her prayer 
offered thanks to God for His goodness in 
that she had found a company of the chil- 
dren of God. In her soul-trouble she had 
journeyed to a monastery that she might 
obtain from the saints there the forgive- 
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ness of her sins; but in vain. Then it 
happened that she went to a meeting 
where even Russian brethren offered fer- 
vent prayers. These prayers broke her 
heart. She burst into tears and confessed 
that the saints could not help her; but 
Jesus was here and He could do it. And 
the Lord hears the prayer, that goes up to 
His throne, in all dialects and languages. 


Lerrer rrom Mr. HaaG, Zuricn. 


The Gospel in Switzerland. The 
second quarter of-the year 1868 did not 
pass away without some joyful experi- 
ences, for which praise is due to God, the 
fountain of all good. Two brethren had 
lived together some years in a monastery 
in Fischingen. They felt oftentimes ex- 
tremely lonesome, because not a single 
soul within the circle of their acquaint- 
ance was accessible to the truth. But 
all at once they were favored with com- 
pany in the way of life. For God who is 
able to open every door, however closely 
it is barred, moved the heart of a woman 
to inquire after the way of salvation. This 
desire was not merely superficial ; for she 
continued to seek earnestly till she found 
peace in believing. At the same time she 
was convinced by the Scriptures of the 
necessity of baptism, and not consulting 
with flesh and blood, she came at Easter 
to Herisau to submit to the ordinance. 
The church had not been previously noti- 
fied of the desire of this woman, and hence 
there was at first some hesitation as to her 
baptism; but a little conversation with 
her resulted in such entire satisfaction 
that it would have been wrong to ask her 
to wait longer ; and all unanimously voted 
to admit her. It might be said of her, as 
it was anciently said of the Ethiopian 
treasurer, that she “ went on her way re- 
joicing.” But she could not remain alone 
a pilgrim to the heavenly Zion. Her hus- 
band also, and a young man, became b- 
lievers, and were both baptized at Heri- 
sau at Whitsuntide. 


Doors Opened for Preaching. The 
Lord also opened a door for the preaching 
of the gospel around Fischingen. It had 
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long been the wish of the brethren there 
to have a place to hold meetings; but in 
the spacious monastery where they re- 
sided and labored, it was not permitted ; 
for the foreman of the business, in his 
hatred of the kingdom of God, had strictly 
forbidden all assemblies for religious edifi- 
cation. But though Satan and his minions 
combine to hinder the cause of God, “ the 
Lord’s hand is not shortened that it can- 
not save.” This was illustrated in the 
present case; for soon afterwards a man 
totally unknown offered his house in a 
neighboring place to hold meetings in. I 
was allowed to preach there three times, 
and always to a large number of hearers. 

A fortnight since I visited Switzerland 
again, and heard with joy how richly the 
Lord had revealed His mercy to the 
stations and outstations during the meet- 
ing of the Association. The last Satur- 
day and Sunday, br. Harnisch baptized 
eight in Herisau, chiefly the fruits of the 
sermons preached during the sessions. 

I have lately taken up my residence in 
St. Gallen ; may the Lord bless this step 
to the promotion of His kingdom. The 
meetings here are well attended, and one 
of the eight converts lately baptized at 
Herisau was converted through the 
preaching of the gospel here. 


Pission to France. 


LETTER FROM Mr. LEporps. 


The Colporteur’s Condition changed. 
Paris, Nov. 5, 1868. — The following is 
an account of a journey which I made 
last week for missionary purposes to Fon- 
tainebleau and vicinity. I held several 
meetings in the city itself, and made some 
delightful visits among both Catholics and 
Protestants, accompanied by our br. 
Farrazin, who has had the honor of being 
imprisoned for Christ and for the Word 
of God. But now all is changed for him; 
not only has he received a license from 
the authorities of the Department to sell 
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the Bible and the New Testament to the 
people, but he has also obtained recently 
from the Emperor himself a complete dis. 
charge from the fine to which he was cop. 
demned in May last. God be praised! 


Love for the Bible. I have also seen 
some in this village who seem not far 
from the kingdom of God. I visited 
a Catholic woman on her death-bed. 
who received joyfully the good news 
of pardon through Jesus Christ. Two 
Catholics who had been at variance be. 
came reconciled to each other, after hear- 
ing me read and explain Matt. 8: 91- 
35. Another woman also reads the Bible 
with delight ; she and her daughter seem 
to be coming into the light. But I was 
most impressed to see a man who was 
aroused from his sleep of death through 
the labors of our br. Farrazin while he 
was in prison. This man had been con- 
demned to several months’ imprisonment 
for cruelty to his wife. Since his dis- 
charge from the prison, he has sought out 
our brother and obtained a Bible, of 
which he is a diligent reader. He has 
also bought a reference Bible, that he 
may compare the parallel passages, and 
better understand the Word of God. 

I read the third chapter of John with 
this man, and explained to him the new 
birth and God’s great love for sinners, 
how He gave His Son to die for them. 
He appeared to be deeply affected. | 
exhorted him to go and humble himself 
before his wife and to become reconciled 
to her, if he desired to receive a blessing 
for himself and all his family. He prom- 
ised to do so. May the Lord have com- 
passion upon him and all his house, and 
when I see him again, may I find him and 
all his truly converted. 


The Work in Paris. The work in 
Paris is still encouraging. Our meetings 
are numerously attended. We think 
several have recently found peace. May 
the Lord gather a harvest for His own 
glory, and soon restore the members 
whom we have been obliged to cut off. 
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Donations. 


ARRIVAL OF MR. CRAWLEY. 


DEATH OF MISSIONARIES. 


Mrs. Goddard, wife of Rev. J. R. Goddard, of the Eastern China Mission, died 
at Ningpo, Oct. 1, 1868. An infant son died Oct. 9. 
Mrs. Wade, wife of Rev. Dr. Wade, of Tavoy, died at that place Oct. 5, passing 
quietly away, and was buried on the evening of her departure. 


MAINE. 
Warren, Ladies’ For. Miss. Soc., 
Mrs. E. A. Richardson tr., 
Broadalbin, Mrs. Ruth R. Allen 
York Asso., Geo. W. Roberts tr., 
Jefferson, Ist ch. and cong. 
N. Sedgwick, Mrs. 8. A. A. Corthell 


NEW ILAMPSHIRE. 

Hillsborough, a sister, per Rev. G. 
W. Gardner, D. D. 

Henniker, Mrs. Silas Colby 

Fisherville, lst ch., 8. S., for sup. of 
nat. pr., care Rey. C. T. Kreyer, 
Ningpo, China, 

Exeter, Elm st. ch., for sup. of Shway 
Loo, care Rev. J. N. Cushing, 
Toungoo, Burmah, 

Nashua, let ch. 


VERMONT. 


A sister 

West Bolton, Mrs. 0. Greely 2; Rev. 
L. B. Steele and wife 2; 

West Halifax, Ist ch. 

Townshend, ch., 8. 8., for sup. of 
pupil in Rev. 1. D. Colburn’s sch., 
Toungoo, Burmah, 

Burlington, ch., E. A. Fuller tr., 

Jericho, Fem. Miss. Soc. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Dorchester, a friend, for sup. of B. 
W. Barrows, in Rev. L. Jewett’s 
sch., Nellore, India, 

Roston, 4th st. ch., 8. 8.,H. P. Han- 
son tr., for sup. of nat. pr., care 
Rev. A. Bunker, Toungoo, Bur- 
mah, 

Boston, Shawmut Ave. ch., mon, 
con. colls., per Dea. Benj. Smith, 
Weston, ch., of wh. 75 is for sup. of 
nat. pr. and 25 for sup. of girl, 
care Rev. A. Bunker, Toungoo, 

Burmah, 

Hyde Park, ch., I. F. Arnold tr., 

Lowell, Ist ch. 

Waltham, Mrs. A. M. Bacon’s 8. 8. 
class, for sup. of pupil in Mrs. 
Scott’s sch., Nowgong, Assam, 

West Townsend, ch. 

Newton, students in Theol. Inst. 

Lynn, Young Ladies’ For. Miss. Soc., 
for sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. E. 
0. Stevens, Prome, Burmah, 

North Brookfield, H. H. Sparks 

Lanesboro’, Mrs. Mary H. Wood 

Ashland, ch. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Providence, Friendship st. ch., La- 
dies, for sup. of two girls in Mrs. 
Bixby sch., Toungoo, Burmah, 


DONATIONS RECEIVED IN DECEMBER, 1868. 
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East Providence, Ist ch. and 8. 8., 
A. N. Medbury tr., and with pre- 
vious donas. to const. Rev. Isaac 
Chesseborough H. L. M. 


CONNECTICUT. 


62 00 


A contributor 


NEW YORK. 

Lockport, ch. 

Castile, Charles Harriott, for the 
Swedish mission, 

Ballston, M. M. Ingham 38; D, A. 8. 
Ingham 1; 

Yonkers, Mt. Olivet 8. S., tow. sup. 
of Ye Sing Djer, care Rev.. 0. T. 
Kreyer, Ningpo, China, 

Wyoming, Rose V. Williams 

Shushan, Mrs. L. T. Dobbin, for sup. 
of Bible woman, care Rev. M. J. 
Knowlton, Ningpo, China, 

Chestertown, Robert and Ann Wood 

New Lebanon Springs, mon. con. coll. 

South Troupsburg, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
G. Conover 

Coll. per Rev. UO. Dodge, Dist. Sec., 

Saratoga Asso., Amsterdam, ch., of 
wh. 20 is fr. 8. 8. 

Hudson River South Asso., B. K. 
Peebles, New York, 50; Mt. Ver- 
oom, ch. 26; Yonkers, ch.,in part, 


: 201 00 

New York Asso., New Rochelle, ch. 82 65 
Hudson River Central Asso., Kings- 

ton, ch. 83 ; Saugerties, ch. 43.91; 126 91 
Hudson River North Asso., W. H. 

Gifford 5; Mrs. A. Van de Boe 5; 

R. Rossman 6 ; 
Buffalo Asso., Buffalo, Washington 

st. ch. 222 
Chenango Asso., Norwich, ch.,in part, 72 
Dutchess Asso., Armenia, ch., bal. 12 
Deposit Asso., Deposit, ch., in part, 
Franklin Asso., Gilbertville, ch. 
ar a and Tioga Asso., Spencer, 


cn. 
Madison Asso., Madison, ch. 18.50; 
Mrs. Rebecca Norton 3; 


NEW JERSEY. 
a per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. 


Stockton, 8.8.,65cts.; Princeton, ch. 
17.88; Orient, ch. 7; Cohansey, 
Ist ch. 43; 

Coll. per Rev. 0. Dodge, Dist. Sec., 

Lyons Farms, ch., in part, 60 ; Eliza- 
beth, ch., in part, 12; 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

South Auburn, Mrs. Huldah Grego: 
8; Mrs. Laura Baldwin 1; ad 

St. Clair, Welsh ch. 


89 35 


10 
69 
00 
60 
72 
50 


21 50 


Burrell, Peter Snively 


Mr. Crawley, of the Burman department of the mission in Henthada, arrived in 
this country on Sabbath, Nov. 1. 


77 00 


35 00 


973 58 


140 48 
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Bethany, Eunice, Lois,and Ann E. 
Torrey and Nancy Brooks, 1 ea., 
4; Ann Bartlow 50 cts. ; 

Philadelphia, Mrs. ©. A. L. 

Eaton, Martha Harding 

Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. 


Sec., 

Philadelphia Asso., ch. 
16.89; Philadelphia, Olivet ch. 
Mrs. A. M. 2.40; Mattawney, 8. 
8. 10; Colerain, ch. 7; Upland, 
ch. 111.84; Springfield, 8. 8. 2.25 ; 
Pottsville, ch., of wh. 26 is fr. 8. 
Pt Philadelphia, 11th ch., 


North Philadelphia Asso., Reading, 
ch., in part, 

Centre Asso., coll. 8.25; Logans 
Vailey, ch. 40; 

Northumberland Asso., Lewisburg, 

Ladies’ Inst., per Miss H. E. Spratt, 
Johnstown, Welsh ch. 


DELAWARE. 
7. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. 
Wilmington, 24 ch., add’l., 4.95 ; 


Plymouth, ch., of wh. 20 is fr. F. 
Mack, 40.05; 


4 50 
50 00 
80 


48 25 
15 00 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Washington, Henry Beard 
VIRGINIA. 
Charlottesville, James Alexander 


OHIO. 
Cleveland, Geo. Feltzer 90 cts. ; 
Wooster, N. Q. Lanvill 1.50; 
Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, Dist. 


Sec., 

Miami Asso., half coll. at Asso. 16.81; 
Cincirinati, 9th st. ch. 45; 

Miami Union Asso., Springfield, Ist 
ch., 8. 8., forsup. of * Henry Day,” 
pupil in Mrs. Ingalls’ sch., Thong- 
=~ Burmah, 50; Dayton, Ist ch. 


100 ; 
Ohio Asso., Beulah, ch. 6.60; Bear 
Lake, ch. 11; 
INDIANA. 


New Philadelphia, Nelly, Eddy, 
Berdy and Willey Andrews 35 cts. ; 
Manchester, Martha Wicks, for sup. 
of nat. pr. in Burmah, 30; 

oe. Rey. G. I. Brigham, Dist. 


Brownstown Asso., Lyman, ch., of 
wh. 3.68 is fr. 8. 8., 


ILLINOIS. 
Henry, Mrs. Ephraim Hoyt, 24.80; 
Greenville, Morse Bros. 24; Jack- 
sonville, J. D. Rollins 3; 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. 


~ 

Carrollton Asso.,Virden, ch. 

Dixon Asso., York, ch., tow. sup. of 
Rev. E. P. Scott, Nowgong, Assam. 
21.70; Sterling, ch. 33.50; 

Edwardsville Asso., Upper Alton, 
a Coll., Students’ Miss. 


Fox River Asso., Joliet, ch. 14.75; 
Sandwich, ch., bal. 61.50; Somo- 
nauk, ch. 20; Chicago, G. E. Mor- 
row 10; Chicago, North Star Mis- 
sion, in part, 20.30; First ch., in 

t, of wh. 50 is fr. Miss A. 

cKevit’s 8. 8. class, to sup. boy 

in Rev. E. P. Scott's Mikir sch., 
Assam, 761.94; 

Galesburg Asso., Monmouth, ch. 
39.55; Avon, ch., of wh. 10 is fr. 
Rev. J. O. Metcalf and wife, 15.25 ; 

Mackinaw Asso., Fairbury, ch., coll. 
at Forest Station, 4; Metamora, 
ch. 40; Richland, ch. 24; Roanoke 
ch., of wh. 2.25 is fr. children of 
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Rev. 8. Robinson, the avails of 

missionary chickens, 27.86; Che- 

— ch. 22.05; Mason city, ch. 
765 


McLean Asso., Normal, ch. 

Ottawa Asso., Mendota, 8. 8., tow. 
sup. of Omed, nat. pr., care Rev. 
I. J. Stoddard, Assam, 

Quincy Asso., Payson, ch., 8. 8., 
tow. sup. of pupil in Rev. E. P. 
Scott’s Mikir sch., Assam, 

Salem Asso., Prairie city, ch. 


IOWA. 


Fairfield, David Alter 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. 


Sec., 
Davenport Asso., Camanche, ch 

27.50 ; De Witt, ch., in part, 14.25; 
lowa Valley Asso., Oxford, ch. 

Linn Asso., Vinton, ch., tow. sup. of 
nat. pr. in connection with A. V. 
Bloodgood, care Key. J. E. Clough, 
Ongole, India, 

— Des Moines Asso. , Boonsboro’, 

ch., Mrs. T. G. Moffatt 


MICHIGAN. 
Kalamazoo, Ist ch., Chas. D. Hans- 
comb, 62.98; Charlotte, sr. 
Mary Rogar, product of a pet lamb, 


80 cts. ; 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. 


Kalamazoo River Asso., Kalamazoo, 
Ist ch. 

Lenawee Asso., Medina, ch. 

Shiawasse Asso., Ithaca, Rev. T. 
Nelson, to sup. student in Ran- 
goon Theol. Sem. . 

Washtenaw Asso., Ypsilanti, ch. 
16.75; Dexter,ch., 8. 8., tow. sup. 
of student in Rangoon Theol. 


Sem., 20; 
Baldwin Prairie, ch. 
MINNESOTA. 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. 


Sec. 
Northern Minn. Asso., Fair Haven, 
ch. 
WISCONSIN. 
Fond du Lac, Rev. D. D. Jones, for 
sup. of boy in Mrs. Jenkins’ sch., 
Ningpo, China, 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. 
Sec 


Janesville Asso., Clinton, ch., bal. 
La Crosse Asso., Sparta, B. E. Ste- 
vens, tow. sup. of student in Ran- 
goon Theol. Sem. 
Lake Shore Asso., Merton, ch. 8. 8. 
Winnebago Asso., Appleton, ch. 
4.25; Ripon, ch., 8. 8., tow. sup. 
of Ramkee, Garo nat. pr., care 
Rey. 1. J. Stoddard, Assam, 20; 


CANADA WEST. 
Ontario, Mr. William Craig 
BURMAH. 
Rangoon, a friend 
ASSAM. 


Gowalpara, English officers and 
friends, per Rev. I. J. Stoddard 


LEGACIES. 
New York, Lispenard Stewart, per 
Heman L. White Exr., 200, less 
Gov't tax 12, 
Springfield, 1ll., John L. Smith, per 
Rey. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 


Total, 


(February, 1869, 


36 75 
10 00 168 71 


Total Donations and Legacies from April 1 to Dee. 


81, 1868, $84,646.39. 


11 75 
25 00 
q 15 00 
3 10 60 1297 % 
51 45 
41.75 
10 00 418 62 
7 50 
500 57% 
75 00 
375 | 
24 00 
0 
17 60 281 21 
50 
q 80 35 40 00 
1 50 
2788 68 18 
10 00 
17 00 
51 80 
2425 92 % 
57 85 
* 
19 
25 00 
15 65 
730 00 
85,460 02 
54 8 417 66 605 56 
$6,065 53 


